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Rotary International Garden of Friendship - featuring 
flowers, trees and shrubs from around the world; funded in 
part by the Harbourside Rotary Club of Victoria. 

Cottage Garden - an intimate garden surrounding 
the Friends’ cottage. (Controlled access) 

Orchard - apple orchard dedicated to the 
memory of Dorothy T. Lam, Chatelaine, 
Government House, 1988-95. 

Iris Garden - a collection of dwarf, bearded 
and some species iris, interplanted with 
perennials. 

Nursery - utilized for the propagation of plants for 
the gardens and for the spring plant sale; it 
includes an area for the Flower Designers who do 
arrangements for the House. (Controlled Access) 

Cary Castle Mews - some of these service 
buildings date back to the 1870s; a rehabilitation 
program is underway. (Controlled Access) 
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Winter Garden - plants chosen for winter bloom, fragrance, 
colour of bark and contrasting textures. 

Victorian Rose Garden - planted with old and scented roses, the design of which was 
inspired by the Warwick Castle Rose Garden; originally a gift of former Lt. Governor Dr. Lam 
and Mrs. Lam. 

Rockland II Border - perennial plants and 
shrubs suitable for both sun and shade. 

Rockland I Border - large perennials and 
ornamental grasses, especially fine in summer; 
incorporates a Gertrude Jekyll colour scheme. 

Duck Pond - including many turtles. 

English Country Garden - 
perennials plants which might be found 
in a British country estate garden. 

Herb Garden - a sensory delight of 
medicinal and culinary herbs. 

Sunken Rose Garden - planted with 
both old and David Austin roses. 

Cut Flower Garden - majority of plants have 
flowers or leaves suitable for flower arranging; 
soft Monet-influenced colour scheme. 

Rock and Alpine Garden - includes rock and 
alpine plants on a natural outcropping of rock, as 
well as a heather bed and a drought tolerant border. 

Woodlands Viewing 
Platform - an ideal 
location to view the Garry 
Oak Ecosystem. 

Woodlands Over 20 acres of 
Garry Oak Ecosystem, including 
many native plants. (Controlled 
Access) 

Welcome to  
Government House Gardens 
A National Historic Site 
1401 Rockland Avenue, Victoria BC 

Waterfall and Japanese Lantern 

Ballroom Terraces - rocky 
outcrops and southern exposure  
featuring drought tolerant plants. 
(Controlled Access) 

Rhododendron 
Garden - under a 
canopy of Douglas Fir. 

Notes: 
1. Gardens identified with bold print are maintained by 

the Friends of Government House Gardens Society. 
2. “Controlled Access” indicates areas that are normally 

closed to the public; they may be accessed by guided 
tours or on special events. 

3. x x x indicates a public path; most of the paths are 
suitable for the physically challenged. 

Bruce 
Pavilion 

The gardens are open to the public 
from dawn to dusk (free admission - 
donation box in porte-cochere). 

Flowery Mead - a meadow of 
flowering bulbs (spring only). 
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