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HAPPY RETIREMENT, HERB 
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Government House 

MESSAGE FROM GOVERNMENT 
HOUSE 

Dear Friends, 
 Another season has come and nearly gone.  
We began slowly, but the gardens eventually came 
alive and performed wonderfully. There was a lot 
of cleaning up that took place this year, particularly 
in the representational areas of the Estate. The  
efforts have not gone unnoticed, and we keenly 
await the "new look" that will appear in the spring 
in areas like the rhododendron glen on the east 
lawn, Pearkes's Peak, the duck pond area, and nurs-
ery garden, for example. We also enjoyed the many 
new sites around the gardens such as the flourishing 
tropical borders, the wheelchair path at the Butter-
worth, the ever-expanding vegetable/fruit patch, 
and the gorgeous plantings in advance of the Inter-
national Iris Convention. 
 Government House staff enjoyed working 
with the Friends to put on several events this year 
including the tours and teas, the Francophone Soci-
ety outdoor gathering, and, of course, the Concerts 
on the Lawns. We even scrambled well together to 
bring one of the concerts into the House at the last 
minute, sausages and all! That was an incredibly fun 
evening, albeit testing our versatility. All of these 
events proved to be good fundraisers, and collec-
tively did nearly as well as one large one. 
 Herb LeRoy, our Executive Director and 
Private Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, will 
soon leave office.  I have served under him for only 
three and half years, a much shorter period than 
many of you have known him.  However, during 
this short span of time, I have developed a keen 
respect for his management style: friendly, straight-
forward, and fair. He is also a man of true integrity 
and dedication. We will all miss him. Best of luck 
to you and your family, Herb, in your retirement 
years. 
Regards, 
Jerymy Brownridge.  
Director of Operations, 
Government House. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

 
President: Janet Renouf 
250-477-0899    storyline@shaw.ca 
Vice-President:  vacant 
Past President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net 
Secretary: Marlene Reed 
250-382-5651        marlenejreed@telus.net               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening Operations: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019            nairnhollott@shaw.ca 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385       hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-598-0542 Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
778-430-0776 Richard Marshall its.richardmarshall@gmail.com 
Head Gardener: Valerie Murray 
250-592-2005           vmurray0@gmail.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: vacant 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Honorary Member: Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
250-387-2080 Jerymy Brownridge  
                        jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2011 

Cottage Garden  Phyllis Muir  Second - Pat Mayhill 
Country Garden  Ruth Minshall (Tuesday); Maxine Brook (Thursday) 
Cut Flower Garden  Jan Drent (acting) Second - Sheila Moulton (Tuesday); Second - Rita Porter (Thursday) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith   
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Vacant   
Pearkes Peak East  David and Crenagh Elliott 
Pearkes Peak West  Brian Rogers 
Peterõs Rock   Yvonne Jordan 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine Garden Eileen Evans & Michael Langhammer 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy  Carol Dancer (i/c former Hypericum Bed) 
Vegetable Garden  Bill McKechnie Second - Sue Hara 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Milforde Rose & Fran Spencer Tuesday: Kathleen Martin 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2011 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie and Caroline Duncan 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis  
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Tours & Teas (2011)  Howard Smith  
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 
Christmas Lunch (2011) Denise Stocco 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val & Howard 
Smith. Comments, original and photo materials are welcome and 
may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ in the Cottage. The dead-
line for receipt of contributions for the December issue of the 
Cary Bulletin is Friday, November 18, 2011. Members of the 
Friends, wishing to forego the paper version, can access the Cary 
Bulletin via the House web site at www.ltgov.bc.ca in the first 
week of March, June, September and December. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 

A Japanese Touch for Your Garden, by Kiyoshi Seike, Masanobu 
Kudo and David H. Engel. This 80-page book is a concise 
introduction to the practical aspects of making a Japanese 
garden. It is not a set of inflexible guidelines but encourages 
one to choose freely from a wide range of traditional design 
elements. These include laying stones and pathways and cre-
ating intriguing sand patterns. The book contains informa-
tion about Japanese lanterns, water basins, gates and a step-

by-step how-to make a bamboo lattice 
fence. There are numerous colour illus-
trations and black and white sketches. 
Our thanks to Brian Rogers for donating 
this book to the Friends library.   
                     George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jacob Duvenage Paul Saturley John Brittain  Pamela Dickinson  Betty Gurney Colin Rankin 
Susan Pratt  Stella Rios John Basingame Graham Killinger  Leah & Peter Freedman 

KIDS AND THE GARDENS     
Have you had a peek at the Friendsõ new brochure Hello Kids and Welcome? It is available inside the porte cochère for visitors 
to pick up. This hand-out was designed specifically with children in mind to help them be active and engaged while visiting 
the Gardens. We included a feedback form for parents to tell us how children responded to the activities in the brochure, 
but we have had very few responses to date. A general conclusion is that the brochure is popular as we are on our second 
print run. If you visit the Gardens with children, we would love to hear about their experiences. We are grateful to the 
Friends who contributed their expertise, time and skills,  and worked with me to make it happen, in particular, Carol 
Dancer, for her inspiration, knowledge and enthusiasm, Crenagh Elliott, who drew the map in all its excruciating details, 
Ross Flint and Andy Steward for their neat photos, Nigel Godfrey for his meticulous editing, and Government House for 
printing the brochures.  Thank you all so much. It takes a village to raise a brochure.    Denise Stocco 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
When gardeners garden, it is not just plants that grow, but the gardeners themselves - Ken Druse 

Though Summer flirted coyly with us through June and most of July, she graced the final Concert on the Lawn July 21 with glorious 

sunshine and warmth, drawing a delighted crowd of over 1,800 people. Families, neighbours, friends and Friends, tourists, dogs, all 

listened, laughed and mingled. I felt so privileged to be there and part of it all. And while Summer ignored early June Iris convention 

plannersõ invites, Iris aficionados gamely photographed, graded and judged tightly closed blooms as well as the few open ones, and 

declared they had a great time.  

 Kudos!!! To PEC (Public Events Committee) members, capably led (and sometimes herded) by the A2 team of Alison Leamy 

and Angela Newton in the set-up and operation of the moneymaking concession stand! To Plant and Photo Card Sellers, Denise 

Stucco, and her team, and to Margaret Nelson that added to the coffers at all the concerts, plus other events. To the Coffee Mornings 

Teams who gracefully adapted to setting up and serving in the Bruce Pavilion in July and in the Butterworth Cottage in August, when 

the Woodlanders provided a memorable spread to mark Herb LeRoyõs retirement and induction as a FGHGS Honourary Life Mem-

ber. To Herb and all the Staff of Government House for their help and support. To the Veggie gardeners, only in their 2nd year with 

us but growing and peddling produce like the pros they are. To all of you for your good humour and your willingness to get down and 

dirty for the Cause. And finally, especially to those in their 20th summer, including Liz Wallis, Tuesday Coffee Crew Leader, Jean 

Williams, our broadcast e-mailer, Kathleen Gee, Virginia Fisher and others. You and your peers got us started and have worked every 

year to keep The Friends going.  We owe you our gratitude! 

 Cary Crossroad? Our dedicated Cary Bulletin editor, Nigel Godfrey, is adamant that December is his last issue. He has wielded 

the editorõs pen for a decade! We, your Directors, have been quietly beating the bushes for 5 months to flush out a replacement with-

out success. Now weõre asking openly: Is there someone out there with editing experience willing to receive Nigelõs pen/torch? But 

maybe you should tell us first: do we still need a published paper product? Would an e-newsletter be better, with a few copies printed 

for those without computer access? Some of you have said you donõt read the Bulletin, while others say they read cover to cover.  Let 

your Board Directors know your wishes please. 

 Fall Plans: Autumn - the reprieve from Summer?- Mike Garofalo from Pulling Onions. 

 September and October Coffee mornings will see us back in the familiar cozy quarters of The Cottage. If you liked coffee al-

fresco and would like to repeat next summer, tell us. Weõre taking a sabbatical this year from a Fall/Christmas Craft Fair but not nec-

essarily from sales of crafts made by Friends. Talk of a sales cart or part-time gift shop in the Butterworth keeps recurring. So, if 

enough Friends are interested in establishing a Cottage Crafters Group, we will have a few crafts mornings after weõve put tools down 

later this Fall. One suggestion is to make wreaths from cones, seed pods, and holly branches collected from the Grounds.  

 That deer are not dear to increasing numbers of Friends and indeed to gardeners everywhere is almost an oxymoron, but as 

these ungulatesõ multiply, so do our concerns about their appetites, aggressive actions against dogs, especially those off-leash, and 

ticks. òIf we are bitten by a tick and it causes a red circle around the bite, we have up to 4 days to start antibiotics. Even then the ticks 

from this area are not likely to be carrying Lyme diseaseó,  reports Milforde Rose after Woodlander Dr. Neil Boyleõs info session 

about ticks and how to deal with them.  Let Nairn Hollott know if youõd like to learn  more about this topic. 

 Put November 3, the AGM, and December 10, The Friendsõ Christmas Lunch, on your calendars now. Details appear 

on page 8 under Notices. See you in the Gardens!          Janet Renouf 
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JULY FRIENDSõ GARDEN  TOUR AND  TEA 

Phyllis and Alex Muirõs Garden 

Bonny Myers Garden 

Arthur Timmsõ & Gord Murrayõs Garden 

SUMMER GARDENS 

Above left: Supervisor of the Sunken Rose Garden,  Nairn Hollott, inspects the roses.  
Above right: Al Carder, local resident (aged 101 years), accompanied by his daughters, Marie Claire and Judith, donating a rare Wol-
lemi pine tree to the Pool Garden with Jerymy Brownridge, Janet Renouf, Nairn Hollott and Valerie Murray in attendance. 

Pat Mayhill welcomes Friends to her garden  
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SUMMER SCENES 

Top left: Container of roses in the Sunken Rose Garden 
Top right: Sunken Rose Garden from the English Country Garden 
Centre left: Audrey Smith & friends at the Boston Flower Show 
Centre right: Vegetable Garden 
Bottom left: Newly renovated Pearkes Peak West 
Bottom right: Victorian Rose Garden 
Right lower corner: Their Honours at the Summer Barbecue 

Photos supplied by Penny Tennenhouse & Nigel Godfrey 


