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FRIENDSOF GOVERNMENHOUSEGARDENSOCIETY

S GARDENSUPERVISOR2010
Cotta?e Ph¥ll|s Muir SecondYvonne Jordan
Country Garden Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) _
Cut Flower Garden  Vacant SecondJan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); SBaanorter (Thurs)
Flower Arrangers Audrey Smith  SecondPeggy Dallamore
Herb Garden Marion Elliott SecondEileen Collier
Krlls Garden \I\ﬁal ISmltrllQ q SecondKaren Phillips
urser arlene Ree

Orchard Vacant | THANK YOU
Pearkes Peak David and Crenagh Elliott
Peter 6s Ro ®&e Underwoo Terry Hanak
Pool Garden Jessica Sluymer for her leadership and true devotion to
Rock and Alpine Rand Harrison ) .
Rockland 1 Diane Symes  SecondSandra Fleischman |the Friends and to the Cut Flower Gar-
Rockland 2 Phyllis Muir SecondDianne Adams den. Terry became the Supervis()r at a
Rotary Garden Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah . )
Wwinter Garden Carol Dancer time when the Friends needed someone
Sunken Rose Garden Nairn Hollott to provide a guiding hand in the Cut
Terraces Alison Leamy )
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards SeconelJohn Ruitenbeek | Flower Garden. From the moment she
Woodlands Pat Boyle SecondEileen Edgar took on the responsibility of supefvisor,
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley .

NON‘GARDEN'N(BUPERV'SOREO].O Terry and her crew transformed |t into
Archives Group Sue Baptie an exceptional garden of all seasons, with

Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thu
Cottage Upkeeg Renate Ferguson
Tours & Teas (2010) Angela Newton

Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Fer_Puson a
el

Wderful range of colours, textures
plant and shrub varieties. We wish

E-mail CommunicationsJean Williams her well and hope she an be pers‘%aded
Greeting Cards Margaret Nelson to return where her horticultural skills
Library George Metcalfe can once again be made evident in Gov-

Photographé Grou_P Renate Ferguson
Telephone Committee _
Christmas Lunch (2009Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch

Eileen Edgar SecondFrances Bardon ernment House gardens.

E-MAIL MESSAGING

Society messages for distribution to Friendsl!sheu

[oNe)

BOARDOFDIRECTORZ2010

be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead offifyjdiends of Government House Gardens Societ
jwbaskets@shawoc@564775848. 2505920407 alex_muir@telus.ne

FROM THE LIBRARY SHE 2503810752

The Photographic EncyclopediayoP&esddarkness gatast PresiggntBrian Rogers

tains over 400 colour photographs of different roses2

thor provides details about each and how they may §§
the garden. Thank you to Nairn Hollott for donatiffg
beautiful book to the Garden Library. 2503826340

With urbanization, changing landscapes and reSi#i &m%lgperationsNairn Hollott

placed on condo owners, Brian Minter provides a
growing trees in containers Gafdens \\Vésly/August, 5cq5983
Vol.24, No.6).The trees not only look great, espec a%{.wm;s
derplanted with shda@ng annuals, perennials and gr253@3203

but offer also screening and shade. The author dis Wiﬁ%ﬁéa Rankin mirankin@shaw. ¢
Ierent trees, soil, growing needs, watering and ¢ 994Peggy Dallamore D dal@shaw.c
ypes. George Metcalfe | 5505980542 Denise Stocco stoccol0@shaw.
2504770899 Janet Renouf storyline@shaw.

BULLETIN PUBLICATIONCOMMITTEE Head Gardener Valerie Murray _
005 vmurray0@gmail.co

Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo m

Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val &
Al
wel come and may be | eft i

- Marlene Reed
6@"1

frer Catherine Spencer

Support:Howard Smith
385 _
: Audrey Smith

14

Vice-President:Angela Newton

newton_foster@shaw.

brianarogers@shaw

marlenejreed@telus.r

catherinespencer@telu

nairnhollott@shaw.
hsmith@island.n

audnbill@shaw.c

! Coordinator: Vacant _
X b hl% Cpordln%tqr: Susan Bartinker
760380947 O P u

Iss@nibariétinker@&haw.c

tage, or contact any of the ataowed members. The deadltmnorary Member: Carol Dancer

for receipt of contributions foltaeemberissue of theCary | 2907215273
BulletirsFriday, November 19, 201Members of the Frie
wishing to forego the paper version, can aCeegSBietia
the House web sitevatv.ltgov.bc.da the first week of Felp

-

u-

w.dancer@telus.n

g irector of Operations/Government House:
503872080 Jerymy Brownridge

jerymy.brownridge@gov.ba

a

ca
ca
m

der

.Ca

ary, April, June, August, October and December. Government Houseweb site www.ltgov.bc.ca
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PRESI DENT0S MESSAGE

ltdéds always a treat when working at Government
beautiful the gardens are. This is such a tribute to our members who put in all those hours and love to ir
what they are.

One of my favourite conversations with visitors this year was with two young ladies who were walking thro
rian Rose Garden. They were amazed at the beauty all around them. Apparently they had gone to|the V
Government Street across from the Empress Hot el

Gardenso, they were tol d. They asked about Gov
there. o Wel | | dondt know what wedve got ijn |
Wedre now into the Fall season and the gardenfi n:

time to celebrai®ols Dovwour Annual General Meeting, and then Christmas lunch. The AGM will be my las
President when | get to open the meeting and after elections, pass the gavel to our next president. Ithardl

years since Brian Rogers passed the gavel to me.
Youdve all been a great help and done a | ot.
Webve seen a number of changes including the | ne

change from a Christmas craft sale to the Harve
vegetable garden take shape and a revamping off
there will be many new challenges for our next president but | also know there will be lots of support from tt
| have received.

| 6ve seen some of the planning taking shape flor
consider coming. I f you havendét been to one |bel

Well, this is my last column as President. | wish you all well and thank you all for doing so much ta mak
House a destination for all to come and enjoy. Have a great Christmas. See you at the lunslax Muir

S E S A e g x&a x&g R N NS G N\ G N N s

\& &J; \ \ \\J/ \\J/ \\J/ &\J/ U \Q\l \i\l \U \Q\} \U \&/
‘Q&ﬁ GOLF ANYONE ? i&

xﬁ&g " Let me preface my remarks by saying | am not a golfer and have maybe played five tlmes&t my life.
~ barbeque last July, | was speaking with His Honour and the subject of golf came up Whlceci into tl
£ of the House (and staff) and the Friends getting together for a VERY FRIENDLY golf tour \aﬁent ar

B&Q ner sometime next summer. | have since followed the idea up with Herb LeRoy and run}L )y the B
\Q:\L Everybody thinks it would be great fun. We will require at least 36 players to enable us t%:@ve ar
cgf round and dinner at a club. | estimate the cost at around $45 per person. This would incl QQ nine h
~ golf, a barbeque dinner and lots of prizes. The date will be determined by His Honour' @chedule

S Sﬁ visualize a foursome from the Victorian Rose Garden taking on the Woodlands! What do yousay? G

§L a call at 258892 8882. Brian Rogers §£
S0 \a S92
z&a S A e g e x&a x&g L N S L g g

o= (=2 (2~

\& &Jé \ \ \\J/ \‘\J/ \\\J/ SO U \Q\} \3\) \%U \Q\j \Q\“U \&“

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Margaret BoyesFrank & Fiona PetersJean & Brian Taylor Nakira & Kara Woodcock Trish Young
Dana Zinser  Heather Christopher Donna Matthew$/largaret & John Springer Emilio Ghergo
Marjorie Letain Yvonne Dawe
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A TRIBUTE TO PHOEBREOBLE

| have to admit that | do miss Phoebe, not that we sa\ ‘WE,\.
other that often. Even when she was not in the Gover \' :
House gardens, it felt to me like she was because she
come so much a part of the estate and the beautiful pl:
helped shape. '
There is no denying that, as one of the original Fr
recruited by former Lieutenant Governor Lam (a brilliant i
on his part), her energy, enthusiasm and vitality became
nizing force for the good of the grounds, the volunteers a
Office of the Lieutenant Governor. Her passion for the g:
and gardening and the force of her convictions with reg
what was right and what needed doing was unstoppable. g
Phoebe had a very warm, open and welcoming sn
great sense of humour, a strong grip for a handshake a
felt sincerity. Just her presence always made me feel jUS
bit better.
| believe | speak for all the Friends, the staff in the |
and Their Honours when | say that she became a lovely
spected legend among us and will remain so in the mali
memories we carry of her.

Herb LeRoy
Private Secretary
Office of the Lieutenant Governor.

Top Right Phoebe enjoying the spring bulbs, by Ross| Flint.

Above LeftPhoebe meets Governor General Michaélle Jean,
by Penny Tennenhouse.
Middle Right Phoebe in the early days of the Society, by ei-
ther Trevor Spencer or Paul Schrivner.
Bottom Right Phoebe collecting her new ergonomic spade

with daughter Sandra at Christmas 2009, by Penny Tennen-
house.
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MESSAGE FROM GOVERBEMT HOUSE

Friends:

The autumn is not quite upon us, but the House is in full swing. We are busy with the Long Se
an annual event spread over 12 nights this year and entertaining approximately 3000 people. Lots 0
look forward to working with the Friends on the Craft Sale/Bazaar -tha&mbwhéitsnany of our regular gat
are working very diligently to pull off another successful fundraising event. Well done. His Honour wi
der of British Columbia in October. That is always an enjoyable event, and this year it will honour a s
ernment House, Chief Tony Hunt. Congratulations Tony!

We have been working with the various Frier
of course the Christmas Lunch. Hard to believe we are looking at Xmas events already. | really can’

rvice .
f fun.
dene
| alsc
pecia

1ds
I belie

year is gone, but, as they say, time flies when you are having fun. And, don't forget this year's "Toals Do

Mark your calendar26r NovemberHis Honour will again host this reception for all active vghndieeess, ta
guides, photographers, and all of you who work so hard for our great cause. Thank you.
Take care. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving, and | hope to see you all around the House or arour]

ur

d the

e '
S

IN MEMORIAM
Sadly, Margot Harrison died on Tuesday, September 21 following a serious fall. She was a very gene
tributed regularly to the Friendods Library an
membered fondly for her almost superhuman efforts to maintain the steep, rocky flowerbeds immedia
room balcony. To her family, we extend our sincerest condolences.

2rous
d |
tely by

—
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ONE YEAR ON
| have almost completed a full calendar year at Government House as Head Gardener and would like to
being so welcoming and helpful as | found my way and began to learn about all the individual gardens plus
and protocols that are unique to Government House.

For me it was mostly a year of watch and listen, with a bit of encouragement and a few nudges hel
have been happy with the changes that | have seen. The Terraces 'hypericum bed' has been born again
ings and the former Lily Garden, now the Lavender Border, has sprouted some fine specimen trees and cf
nials. The Rock and Alpine Garden is becoming a beautiful garden for all seasons and the renovations in t
border have delighted many visitors this season. | have really enjoyed working as a facilitator with the com
of the Country Garden as we redesign sections of that garden without a designated supervisor. There h
ideas, lots of opinions and lots of coming together to create a shared vision to be implemented over the r
There has also been steady progress in Pearkes West as even more glorious rock has been revealed.

It was a very special morning that | was able to share with Their Honours as Richard Hebda and Pat E
a botanist's tour of the Woodlands. | learned much that day and realize that | have so much more to leart
habitat. | was impressed this spring with the generous spirit of the Friends who left their other projects on
and rallied to help the Nursery Garden bring order back to their plot. We divided and conquered with the F
ers expanding their territory and the Veggie Group taking over a whole quadrant with bountiful results.

It is a passionate group of people who bring their talents to Government House. The Recruitment Co
wonderful job this year of bringing in more volunteers who have enlivened the whole garden with their ne
course, things aren't totally perfect. We are constantly dealing with a patchwork irrigation/plumbing syste
drives people to distraction. Next year, the ir
deal with unforeseen water issues.

And, of course, there is the deer problem. [I've seen how heartbreaking it is for the Friends, who wc
create beautiful gardens for public enjoyment, to see the fruits of their labour grazed down to nubs. Mea
vigilantly, has been helpful especially earlier in the year before the summer drought really set in and our |
flowers seemed more irresistible than usual. But meat meal has its limits. | fear the problem will probably
Victoria as a whole, before it gets better. There are only two ways to deal with the deer in a definitive way.
the garden, which is not an option, as we are an open public garden. The second way is culling, which i
longterm solution but one that the general public is not quite ready to embrace. Every level of governmen
play in solving this problem and public opinion has to change before there is an appetite for the laws to cha

Before she resigned from the Cut Flower Garden, Terry Hanak asked me to forward to all the superv
lent report prepared for the BC Ministry of the Environment in March 2010. It concluded that culling is the
solution for the overpopulation of deer. It advises widespread education starting with the media. | can sen
pdf. file to anyone who wants to read it. As | have watched the rabbit drama unfold at UVic this summer, it
esting to see that the conversation about deer has started to change. | have sensed a shift towardseeople
bigger picture of ecological imbalance created by the lack of predators.

| listened to Tara Martin, a biologist, on CBC in early September speaking about loss of species hak
Islands due to over browsing by deer. She suggested that people may have to make a choice between d
That is a startling proposition. Recently Guy Dauncey addressed similar issues offimbal@uienidtheen
avid environmentalist and spokesman for conservation, he looked forward to the time when we could cel
and return to environmental balance with a venison feast. | look forward to that day too but it will bela few
we can enjoy our own Government House venison Christmas lunch. In the meantime we will protect our
from the scars of another rutting season and sprinkle the meat meal and try to spread the word of enviror

Cheersyalerie Murray.
\% 9
7

g
%} 7 \ ‘7
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Arthur Timms, Alison Leamy, Nigel Godfrey

THE HYPERICUM BED

From Weeds and Rubble to a Garden
It was in 2005 that Alison Leamy, Nigel Godfrey and C
Dancer looked at the upper level of the Terraces, know
the O6Hypericum Bedd, and
= thing about it. The then Lieutenant Governor, lona Cs
pagnolo, wholeheartedly agreed with us. Her first sug
tion was to plant edible grapes, an idea that was soon
doned for decorative grape vines as not being practice
® to the evepresent deer, raccoons and birds.
‘ We proceeded with a plan to at least rid the are:
> weeds and make it more presentable. We first submitt
proposal to the House whereby we would do the work,
design and supply the plants. The House would agr
supply the infrastructure and a deal was struck. Loo
back on it, we feel that they got, by far, the better par
the deal.

With the agreement in place, work began in 20(
The first undertaking was the removal of the hyperic
blackberry canes, broom, pyracantha and dandelions
roots the size of carrots. Colin McCrea then arrived \
his rototiller to break up the soil. At this point, the rea
difficult work began.

To stabilize the slope, the existing stone wall nee
to be rebuilt. Nigel Godfrey and Ross Flint undertook
task, often going as far a field as the Woodlands and
ery Garden to find just the right rock. The other labori
task was to hatig and screen what passed for soil. S¢
eral screens were worn out in the process. When the p
ous Government House burned in 1957 much of the d
| had been pushed over onto the area where the scre
~ was taking place. Bits of pottery, other debris and the |
nants of a preexisting coal delivery road were const:
being unearthed. It was a long;biesdding process.
Looking back, we sometimes wonder if we had real
~ what the work and time involved, would we have unc
. taken the project? Knowing the Terracites, | think the |
ject would still have gone ahead.

After 3 years and 4 months of preparation, the &
was cleared for planting. Then came the fun of deci
what to plant in our new bed. The only request came f
- the House to provide privacy for the pool area. Becau
the exposure to sun and wind combined with poor soil.
were limited in our choice of plants. Ornamental gras

TERRACITES were an obvious choice. We have also worked into the
Alison Arthur Barry Bas Bob sign kniphofias, phormiums, agapanthus, gaillardias, e
Carol Gerald lan Lou Louise  Nigel | cea, iris and, of course, our towering eremurus (Fox
Richard Ross Susan lilies). There are still a few gaps to fill in next spring
already the ol d O6Hyperi cl
Brian (who built the screen). the wind rustles through the giant grasses.Dancer
Herb (who officiated at the completion of the prgject). Photos supplied by Arthur Timms, Ross Flint & Nigel Godfr

Cary Bulletir October 2010



