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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Angela Newton   
250-381-0752       newton_foster@shaw.ca          
Past President: Brian Rogers 
250-592-8882            brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary: Nigel Godfrey  
250-477-4731           npgodfrey37@shaw.ca               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019        nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385    hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-595-7751 Michael Rankin        emcinnesankin@yahoo.ca 
250-592-9994  Peggy Dallamore                         pdal@shaw.ca 
250-598-0542  Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson  
250-472-3761           renferguson@shaw.ca 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Horticultural Consultant : Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
   Jerymy Brownridge  
250-387-2080                jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2009 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Peggy Dallamore 
Country Garden  Vacant   Second - Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Vacant   Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2009 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Arts & Crafts Fair  Angela Newton (2009) 
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Annual Plant Sale  Denise Stocco (2009) 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the December issue of 
the Bulletin is Friday, November 20, 2009. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 250-477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 
Treasured Perennials by Graham Stuart Thomas is a beautiful 
and generously illustrated volume (SB434.T488). The popu-
lar hostas and euphorbias associate with the Meconopsis and 
Dicentra. More than 200 plants are discussed, most illustrated 
by the authorõs own photographs. His choices will amaze and 
entertain with odd and interesting asides that are highly rele-
vant to successful cultivation. Thanks to Alison Leamy for 
donating this fantastic book.            George Metcalfe 



 

Cary Bulletin  3  October 2009 

REPORT FROM GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
Another glorious Victoria summer has passed and the 2009 gardening season will soon be over. Together, we successfully 
completed a number of significant projects this year including the arches in the Sunken Rose Garden, major clean ups, deer 
damage reduction, Rose Convention visit, a Japanese Imperial visit, and the list goes on. And it is all thanks to our volun-
teers. 
 This month also marks the completion of a renewal project on the upper terraces. Undertaken with the approval of 
the House, I wish to extend my thanks to the volunteers on the terraces who have worked steadily to rid this large area of 
unsightly weeds and convert it into a most attractive addition to the formal gardens. 
 With thanks in mind, we have set a date for our fall Friendsõ reception. On 12 November, His Honour invites all 
active volunteers to the House for an evening of appreciation and conviviality. House staff looks forward to the next night 
at the opening of the Craft Sale. Many thanks in advance to those who have already committed so much time to this Christ-
mas season highlight. 
 Government House has a busy autumn ahead with the Long Service Awards running a record 13 nights this year.  
Soon after, His Honour will be welcoming HRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall. We will keep you 
abreast of any relevant details when we can. 
 On 12 December, the House will be putting on the annual Friendsõ Christmas lunch. The Chef is crafting an exciting 
menu this year, mixing all of our old favourites with some scrumptious non-traditional dishes.  Your Board will most cer-
tainly keep you informed of ticket information. 
 We wish you all the best, and the House extends an early regards for the Thanksgiving Season. 
     Jerymy Brownridge, Director of Operations and Management Services, Government House 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Many of you will have seen the article in the Times Colonist about the deer problems throughout our communities. It does 
not  lessen our frustration to know how many others share our concerns about the damage that gets done in our gardens.  It 
seems solutions are not quickly forthcoming either. It will continue to be a problem and we will have to keep on with our 
spray and other deterrent programs for now. On the plus side, I did receive suggestions from people who saw the article 
and contacted me with ideas. I will be following up on these to see if any of them might work. Iõm not overly optimistic, 
but at the same time, we will keep looking for solutions. As I also keep saying, if anyone has ideas let us all know.  We 
might just find something that works. 

 Many of you are aware that Carol Dancer will be stepping down as our Head Gardener/Horticultural Advisor this 
fall. Carol has brought a wealth of knowledge and experience to the job and we have all enjoyed working with her. The 
Board established a Search Committee to find a replacement, and while I am sorry to see Carol step down, I am pleased to 
announce that we have selected Valerie Murray to take on this important role.  Many of you already know Valerie from her 
previous work, most recently at Abkhazi Garden. Valerie will be working with Carol over the next couple of months to 
effect a smooth transition. As you see them going about the gardens, do introduce yourself and welcome her to our won-
derful group. 

We are in the midst of planning another Craft Sale under the capable leadership of Angela Newton. Last year, Buying at the 
Butterworth was a great success. This year, Angela has even bigger plans and we will be expanding into other areas like the 
Multipurpose Room. We are also looking at improved processing for the checkout lines to help shorten line ups and speed 
up the process. If you havenõt taken part before, do offer to volunteer. It really is an incredible sale and a fun experience.  
The dates are November 13 to 15, with the Friday evening is open only to Friends and House staff. 

One other date to mark on your calendar is Saturday December 12. This is the date of the Christmas lunch. The Board 
has been working with the House on plans and menus, etc. We are hoping to keep the ticket cost the same as last year.  
The House is also looking at what we can do to provide a great menu. More details will be provided later including when 
tickets will be available. I know itõs a popular event ,so make plans now and buy your tickets early. 

The autumn season is upon us and the gardening season is drawing to a close. For many of our gardeners, though, there is 
no close to the season as they continue working through the winter months. I know thereõs always something to do in a 
garden regardless of season, but thereõs also something special about working in the Government House gardens. Itõs an 
honour to be able to work there, but itõs also a wonderful way to contribute to our community. We continually receive 
comments and high praise from the many visitors to the gardens and this is entirely due to your work. Thank you all for the 
work you have done and continue to do.  Have a good rest time over the winter. See you all next spring.     Alex Muir  
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GARDEN GLIMPSES 

1. Brian Rogers at the Summer 
Reception receiving accolades. 
2. Society President Alex Muir 
fills former President Brian 
Rogersõ  large boots! 
3. Susan Bartol-Drinker taking 
cash for food and drink tickets at 
the July Concerts on the Lawn. 
4. Margaret Nelson taking a break 
from selling Friendsõ greeting 
cards at the Concerts on the Lawn. 
5. Ross Flint cooking onions for 
hungry concert goers. 
6. Alex Muir and Peggy Dallam-
ore overseeing food sales at the 
concerts. 
 

Photos by  
Adrienne Dunton,  
Government House 
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