The Cary Bulletin

Published since 1993 by
THE FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY
Volume 19, Issue 1, March 2011

COMPOST HEAP
RETAINING WALL
COLLAPSES

Refer tdMlessage from Governmem House
page 4.

CONTENTS

1. Compost Heap Collapses 3. President 0s 5Mleedris @Ggden

2. Garden Supervisors 2011 3. Welcome New Members 6. Garden Notes from Turkey
2. Board of Directors 2011 4. Message from Government Héu8enerican Iris Society

2. Email Messaging 4. A funny t hi 7.dettar&ronpadRacent\asltor
2. Eligibility for 10/15 year pins 4. Deer 7. The Dorothy Lam Orchard
2. Bulletin Publication Committee 5. The Mason Bee 8. NOTICES




FRIENDSOF GOVERNMENHOUSEGARDENSOCIETY

o GARDENSUPERVISOR3011
Cotta?e Phyllis Muir SecondPat Mayhill
Country Garden Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook gThurs) _
Cut Flower Garden  Jan Drer{aicting) SecondSheila Moulton (Tues); Sed@id Porter (Thurs)
Flower Arrangers Audrey Smith ) _
Herb Garden Marion Elliott SecondEileen Collier
Iris Garden Val Smith SecondKaren Phillips
Nursery Vacant )
Pearkes Peak David and Crenagh Elliott
Pet er ds Ro ¢rkonne Jordan
Pool Garden Jessica Sluymer
Rock and Alpine Eileen Evans & Michael Langhammer
Rockland 1 Diane Symes SecondSandra Fleischman
Rockland 2 Phyllis Muir SecondDianne Adams
Rotary Garden Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah
Winter Garden Carol Dancer
Sunken Rose Garden Nairn Hollott _ ,
Terraces Alison Leamy  Carol Dancer (i/c former Hypericum Bed)
Vegetable Garden Bill McKechnie SecondSue Hara
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards SecondJohn Ruitenbeek )
Woodlands Pat Boyle SecondMilforde Rose & Kathleen Martin

Tool Shed Manager  David Langley
_ ~ NON-GARDENINGSUPERVISOR3011
Archives Group Sue Baptie and Caroline Duncan
Bulletin_Mailing Group Renate Ferguson
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis
Cottage Upkeeg Renate Ferguson
Tours & Teas (2011) Vacant
E-mail CommunicationsJean Williams
Greeting Cards Margaret Nelson
Library George Metcalfe
Photographé Grou_P Renate Ferguson
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar SecondFrances Bardon
Christmas Lunch (2010Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch

EMAIL MESSAGING
Society messages for distribution to Friendsl!sheu

be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: BOARDOFDIRECTOR2011
jwbaskets@shawc@564775848. The Friends of Government House Gardens Society

President Janet Renouf
1. 0.20.0.90.0.0.0.0.0.6.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.6.1 5504770899 storyline@shaw.ca

¥ ELIGIBILITY FOR 10/15 YEAR PINS ¥|icePresident: vacant
X Anyone who was eligible for a 10 or 15 year merijk g%gé%zlg?nmlex Muir alex muir@telus.ndt
i pin, but was inadvertently overlooked this year oﬁi @a@tgg% g/llarlene Reed '

* years, should contact Janet Renouf directly by e ﬁ?ggfmer Zatherine Spencer

marlenejreed@telus.net

% storyline@shaw,aar by a note in the President's f?otsrogszemo cehtherinespencer@telu s.net
i : Gardening OperationsNairn Hollott

% on the hall desk in the Cottage; or by phoré7at 23( : N

* 0899, Janet will then verify with the |v|embershipngg%%éﬁ“séoioonﬂoward smigy,  naimhollot@shaw.¢a

* Nator, Susan Bartol Drinker, their date of joining,-ar%baagB33 _ hsmith@island.net

* th : : P * | Activities: Audrey Smith _

x them to this year's presentation list. * | 2503820314 audnbill@shaw.ca

* * | Directors-at-Large:

A KA KA AR A KA A KA A KA K KA KK A KA AR Ak kA kX | 9505080542 Denise Stocco stoccol0@shaw.ca
7784300776 Richard Marsitsltichardmarshall@gmail.com

BULLETIN PUBLICATIONCOMMITTEE Head Gardener Valerie Murray

Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val
Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo m
wel come and may be 1| eft
tageStarting in 2011, four issues per year will be pu
lished. The deadline for receipt of contributions fam#he 2567215273 w.dancer@telus.n
issueof theCary BulletrFriday, May 20, 201Members Of ryiactor of Operations/Government House:

the Friends, wishing to forego the paper version, can assgS87p680 Jerymy Brownridge '

Cary Bulletim the House web sitevaw.ltgov.bc.da the firg jerymy.brownridge@gov.bg¢.ca
week of March, June, September and December.

42005 vmurray0O@gmail.com
: h(_:ogrdlngt_tori[ va%ant Bardlink
ip Coardinator: Susan Bardtinker
25038 A 0 PU'D T Iss@n bart8tinker@shaw.cl e r

rHonorary Member: Carol Dancer
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Government Houseweb site www.ltgov.bc.ca
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PRESI DENT86S MESSAGE
Although there was snow low on the Sooke Hills yesterday and the smell of snow in the air, the Gardens
House are wakening and cal | i rPaunus gsardi®@jiesgnsdyer theiLowero
Parking Lot. On the Terraces, sweetly ftendtiduladad pinkCyclamen cptounlaim Spring is almost here.

As the signs at the entrances off Rockl and A\
official gardening day of 2011.

| must recognize and share with you, however, that for some intrepid Friends, gardening never stop
all but the blusteriest Tuesdays and Thursdays, heads bobbed and backs bent in the Woodlands, on the T
Iris and Rose Gardens. Occasionally also in the Rotary, Rockland and Cottage Gardens diligent Friend
weeded and pruned.

As | walked past the Iris lawn this week, Sandy Gibb, dandelion tool in hand, was levering out tap roo
sistent yellow blooms beloved of small children and donkeys.

In the Rotary Garden, Siewkeen Quah was contemplating how best to attack removal of a péthistently
geliugCape Fuchsia).

Your Board has met three times already in 2011, besides the regular meeting held the 1st Wednesc
January 12, to brainstorm fundraising ideas and activities for the year; January 26 to brainstorm with Supel
8 to meld ideas from both into an appealing mix of fun and functions that will fund our and your groups r
candt accomplish anything without you! Tel!/ us

Make new friends. Help with the Butterworth Teas: the first one is May 7, with one later in May and
in June. Contact Howard Smith for information.

Or join the newly formed choir,Rfiends of Government House Singers; more détailacnSaesga &Erling
Tyrell for more information.

Whatever you do, please record and report the time you contribute, not just in the Gardens, but on
phone, emails. There is a clipboard on the hall desk in the Cott&pduresti¢thurs, Activities and Cotitede Use

says: O0Government House staff would |ike to kno
Society. When the Cottage is used by an individual, group, committee or social gathering could a record
date, time spent and number of individuals invol

TheNew Volunteers GardenindiGtitihaaightfully developed last year by Nairn Hollott, Carol Dancer an
Cake, are again being offered to new Friends, Megami®gat 9 am Pass the word and distribute our new beic
yellow membership brochures to prospective members.

Look for the Government House Plant Locations
shrubs and trees are identified.

The spiral boumdianagement Plan For the Gardens and Woodlands, Govesnnemtdffarialy 26Hased.
Copies have been distributed to Supervisors, sent to the Central Branch Special Collections of the Greate
Li brary, and are available in our Friendsd Libr:

For those who missed the Christmas lunch, for her many contributions of time and talents, Lynn Hee
ever winner of the nB\woebe Noble Aleapake which is hanging on the hall wall in the Cottage. The Veggie
earned the Silver Spade for their amazingly successful first year, and Maxine Brook was awarded the Silv
willingness to help in and out of the Gardens, wherever needed over many years.

Thanks yet again, Jean Williams and Eileen Edgar, for keeping us all in the breaking news loop via en

Catherine Spencer, whose other Friendsd hat i
omust readdé for me, a biography of Dr. David La
was, olf you have two | oaves of bread, sel l one
favourite of mine is his own, OWhat the heart gi

See you in the Gardens. Janet Renouf

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except for learning how to grow in rows. [

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Britt Karlstrom
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MESSAGE FROM GOVEREMT HOUSE
Walking around the gardens today, seeing many of the Friends at work, | felt truly blessed to be living on t
Plenty of rain to be sure, but the sunshine and mild weather means the blooms are already peeking out |
our glorious Government House gardens.

Visitor numbers to the grounds are steady and we continue to receive heartfelt compliments from a
tors on a weekly if not daily basis. As we continue our mission to achieve excellence at Government H
would like to thank all of you for nurturing our gardens.

Planning for the spring tours, teas, and other fundraisers are underway. Plans include an embellishec
museum; how exciting! Also, enthusiastic support remains for the possibility of a Gift Shop on the grounds
months. We believe this would be a great opportunity to engage visitors and provide a little revenue stre:
dens. Please contact your Board or myself if you have interest in working on any of these exciting projects.

As you are no doubt aware, the compost pile bank recently collapsed. The heavy rains caused a k
thankfully no one was hurt. The House has addressed the problem and repair efforts have begun with the v
a safe, stable and permanent compost area. Please bear with us as we continue improvements to the aree

Significant work has been done this year to maintain the many beautiful and unique trees on the prog
tably was hiring Bruce Tanner to rejuvenate our precious orchard. It shall prove a bit of a trick prewenting
the deer but it is important to ensure the health of these heritage trees. We thank those that were once in\
these trees and have since moved on.

The first official day of gardening is fast approaching. We look forward to seeing many familiar face:s
some new ones too. Your new recruitment drive is under way and we wish you the best of luck as it is a w
tunity to be part of your community. Jerymy Brownridge, Director of Operations, Government House

A FUNNY THING HAPPHERD é é . !

We were working in the Cottage Garden this morning when around 10.30 am. or so, Stacey Falconer| the C
House Security Commissionaire came by. Apparently, he had received a call from the Victoria Police|
Someone called the police to report seeing people wearing boots and gloves digging in the gardens ir
House. Since it was a police call, Tracey had to check it out.
As he said, though, o0Ilt's Tuesday morning, |an

So now, it seems, we may be identified as a bunch of senior citizen vandals. It leaves us wondering: do we
activities into other heinous acts like trash pickup and graffiti removal? Alex Muir

DEER
The nexPlantskydder spray application is scheduled-kanchd This year, different parts of the gardens will
sprayed at different times depending on plantséo
months, deer damage has affected a numbeibodinglgrubs in the gardens as demonstrated in the photos bel
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Last August, Lindsey Maul ® wrote to the asineknow- ¢
edgeabl e person to write a bit about t he mDhave Wi t
Nairn Hollott who keeps hives and, from time to time based on the production of her bees, thaly offer jare af
annual fall sale. Here is Nairnds article.
THE MASON BEE

Sometime in early spring you may see a blue black flying insect that you might think is a fly but is indact the
mason bee. Unlike the more familiar honeybee, the mason bee is a solitary bee that is native to North Ar
live in colonies, is active for a short time only from March to May, and rarely stings.

In spring, when the daytime temperature reaches 14C or more, the adult bees chew their way out of
which they have over wintered, males first then females, and mate. The mated females search for a suitabl
a hole (5/16 by 5" or 6") in a tree, structure or plant. They then set about collecting pollen and nectar, in the
viding excellent pollination for fruit trees and bushes.

The female lays an egg on top of a ball of pollen in the nest hole, seals this up with mud and/or plant
ing a chamber, then repeats the process 4 or 5 times. She lays female eggs first, then male eggs closest
all, she will lay about 30 eggs in 5 or 6 nests before dying. By mid to late May, all of that year's bees are
bees won't be seen in the garden until the next spring.

Within the egg chambers, the eggs hatch into larvae which eat the pollen, grow to full size, then spir
pupate. By the end of the summer, the pupa have developed into adult bees which remain in the cocoons
ing spring.

Because they are excellent pollinators, easy to manage and rarely sting, many gardeners keep m
boxes with or without cocoons are usually available in fall or early spring from local garden centres and m
ers. A excellent introduction to mason Pekisasion with MasohyBeedVargriet Dogterom.

A local mason bee breeder has offered to hold a workshop this fall for any of the Friends who would |
having the bees in their garden. I'll have more information later in the year. Nairn Hollott

<< Mason Bees;
from Wikipedia.

Typical nest boxes for
Mason Bees;
fromwww.Google.com

GOVERNMENT HOUSE IRIGARDEN

Karen and | have been the onlynee&dy volunteers, being helped by Sandy Gibb and Jennifer Duggan and s
rotating newbies.
This has been a special year because the Joy Flint Garden is one of the feature locations for the up

Iris Society Convention at the end of May. Hybridizers from the States, Canada, and other locations sen
and hope to receive many votes and prizes (see page 7 for more details).
Karen, as the convention Guest Iris Host, was in charge of planting about 200 here. We're expecting

of these beautiful new varieties once the convention is over.
Aside from those iris, we still have many of our originals. We are always improving the design ofjour [
Valerie Murray has been invaluable in this. We are attempting to have a mainly purple and paste| shov
rock. Yellow and white spring bulbs and plants look wonderful under the yellow magnolia.
The lawn adjacent of the rock area was completely ugly and brown for three months. We intend to e

the beautiful rock and plant sedums in the nooks, the way we have on the north end of the present rock be

gives beauty and is very low maintenance. We now await the snowdrops and hope that the iris survive.
Val Smith, Supervisor & Karen Phillips Assista

—
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GARDEN NOTES FROMRUEY
When Dianne Adams and | went to Turkey last year, we tried to choose a time of year when the tulips woul
The tulip originated in Turkey and is the national flower. We saw stylized versions of tulips everywhere, fro
on china and ceramic tiles, tulips woven into carpets, tulips drawn on the sides of buildings, right doypn to tf
key chain. Luckily, we saw the real thing when we arrived on April 10.

Driving from the airport to our apartment in Istanbul, great swathes of tulips lined the center medians
was planted in an undulating line for about a block, and then another colour took over. At all the tourist de:
large beds of colourful tulips just waiting for our cameras. While we appreciated them, there was a controv
local people about spending so much money on flowers when there were other Srestasgphted¥abtcouv
Olympic arguments?

Having been prepped by a friend about al/l t he
eye pictured fields filled with tall red poppies swaying in the breeze. The poppies were blooming, all right,
the little Welsh poppies. So, one would look out on to a field and see little clumps of red, scattered about |
As well, these little poppies seemed to love growing right between the road and the ditch along the road vel

Most of the other plant species throughout Turkey reminded me of my years in Cajitenia)ayrisyikie
ArtemisaandAchilliasuited to a dry climate, nothing like the verdant green to which we are accustomed here
There were, however, lotsuphorhigsowing wild and spilling over stone walls and along pathways.

An interesting item that we encountered was the broom usep trewlgarnt was a large bun8kntdlina
(or some similar plant) that had been dried and then affixed to a broomstick with duct tape. It seemed to
ronmental instrument; when worn out, it could be added to a cosepqetqidelelow

By far, the most surprising garden thing | saw in Turkey was the presence of the greenhouses in tt
were acres and acres of them making the greenhouses of the city of Delta look like a backyard operation. ¢
that Turkey supplied most of the out of season vegetables for Europe and Russia. We saw strawberries, t
chinis growing but there were doubtless many more crops that we could not see from the bus window.

Because this newsletter caters to people inte
vegetation. My recommendation, however, is to visit Turkey for the antiquities, not the plagntifeeenan
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