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PATRICIA BOYLE 
1941 TO 2011 

PHOTO CREDITS 
Page 1 & 4: Penny Tennenhouse (Patricia Boyle); page 5: Ross Flint (Butterworth Cottage pathway) and Nigel Godfrey 
(Flower Arrangersõ quadrant); page 6: Ross Flint (ôBeforeõ & ôAfteró Terraces ôpalazzoõ; camas lilies); and Nigel Godfrey 
(Government House Dining room, and Rockland Border 1). 



 

Cary Bulletin  2  June 2011 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

 
President: Janet Renouf 
250-477-0899    storyline@shaw.ca 
Vice-President:  vacant 
Past President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net 
Secretary: Marlene Reed 
250-382-5651        marlenejreed@telus.net               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening Operations: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019            nairnhollott@shaw.ca 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385       hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-598-0542 Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
778-430-0776 Richard Marshall its.richardmarshall@gmail.com 
Head Gardener: Valerie Murray 
250-592-2005           vmurray0@gmail.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: vacant 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Honorary Member: Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
250-387-2080 Jerymy Brownridge  
                        jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2011 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Pat Mayhill 
Country Garden  Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Jan Drent (acting) Second - Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith   
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Vacant   
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rock   Yvonne Jordan 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Eileen Evans & Michael Langhammer 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy  Carol Dancer (i/c former Hypericum Bed) 
Vegetable Garden  Bill McKechnie Second - Sue Hara 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands      Second - Milforde Rose & Kathleen Martin 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2011 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie and Caroline Duncan 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis  
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Tours & Teas (2011)  Vacant  
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 
Christmas Lunch (2010) Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val & Howard 
Smith. Comments, original and photo materials are welcome and 
may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ in the Cottage. The dead-
line for receipt of contributions for the September issue of the 
Cary Bulletin is Friday, August 19, 2011. Members of the 
Friends, wishing to forego the paper version, can access the Cary 
Bulletin via the House web site at www.ltgov.bc.ca in the first 
week of March, June, September and December. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribu-
tion to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least 
a week ahead of time: 
 jwbaskets@shaw.ca  
or 250-477-5848. FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 

A thoughtful, but unnamed, donor has given the Library six 
unique garden books that will be of interest to members: 
¶ Wisterias by Peter Valder: a complete guide to cultivat-

ing wisterias. 
¶ The Garden Book: a comprehensive illustrated survey of 

500 of the worldõs most influential garden designers, 
patrons and owners. 

¶ The Education of a Gardener by Russell Page: a detailed 
ôhow toõ for all garden projects. 

¶ The Making of an English Country Garden by Deborah Kel-
laway: contains ideas for an English Country garden. 

¶ Garden  Voices by Edwinna von Baeger & Pleasance 
Crawford: gardeners will be inspired by the enthusiasm 
of two centuries of Canadian garden writers. 

¶ The Looking-Glass Garden by Peter Thompson: contains 
many colour photographs of plants and gardens of the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

Many thanks for contributing these exciting books to the 
Friendsõ Garden Library.    George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Luisa Maria Celis Hylton John Venter Paulette Blais Hilary Hutson Alain Boudreau Carmel Linka 

Susan Enefer  John Ianson  Janice Norris Elizabeth (Liz) Short Barbara Skinner Brian W. Johnson 
Richard & Salma Scott Marni Lalonde Marilyn Boechler Elaine Daniel Bonnie Green Jaye Jacques 
Linda Langwith Susan Pratt Betsy Puff Connie Rese  Donalda Rossman June Samuel  Judith Title 

Jeanette Schreyer Michael Tyler 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
More than once, as April slowly unraveled, the opening lines of Eliotõs The Waste Land poked through and echoed unbidden 
in my mind:  òApril is the cruelest month, breeding 
   Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
   Memory and desire, stirring 
   Dull roots with spring rain.ó 
 Below normal temperatures, chilly winds and unrelenting rain discouraged both plants and those of us who tend 
them.  Even the hardiest of Friends headed early for their cars some Tuesdays and Thursdays, reminding me of Henry Van 
Dykeõs observation: "The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another.  The difference between them is sometimes 
as great as a month."  
 The chill felt by Woodlanders and all those who knew and loved Pat Boyle  was, and is, intense.  We have lost a 
great gardener and a dear friend. 
 Searching for solace and inspiration, I have been rereading parts of The One Straw Revolution by Masanobu Fukukoka, a 
book which I first read in 1978 when it was published in translation by Rodale Press.  In the chapter, òI was Born to Go to 
Nursery Schooló,  I came across: òéPeople think that life is joy and death is sadness, but the rice seed lying within the earth and send-
ing out shoots in the spring, its leaves and stems withering in the fall, still holds within its tiny core the full joy of life.  The joy of life does 
not depart in death.  Death is no more than a momentary passingó. 
  Resilience is a definitive feature of gardeners and of plants. So, in the Cut Flower Garden this week we looked for 
and found signs of regeneration close to the base of two bare trunks thought killed by the hard winter just gone. The sun 
was shining, finally, and many gardening Friends were in short sleeves and sun hats.  
 On Pearkesõ Peak West, Brian Rogers and his crew were whacking back the same invasives that the Woodlanders 
battle including ivy, Himalayan blackberry, and cotoneaster, thus exposing more magnificent outcrops. 
 Earlier in the season, the Terracites delved and dug and tamped a hard gravel path along the south side of the Butter-
worth Cottage (refer to page 5 for photos and a brief summary). Team leader, Alison Leamy, says: ò(This is a) é project 
that enhances the capabilities of the House to host events at the Butterworth Cottage for everyone, including those in 
wheelchairs.ó  In Valerie Murrayõs words, òFor those who did not witness all the heavy digging and sorting of bricks and 
rock and the shoveling and raking and rolling and stamping, the path seemed to appear overnight as if by magic.ó  Thank 
you, Terracite team! 
 March 8, in the Maclure Room, 27 potential volunteers heard Nairn Hollott outline the Orientation Program. Cur-
rently, nine new volunteers are rotating through the Gardens. And new members are joining us almost each week (Refer to 
Welcome! New Members, below).  Welcome to you all!! 
 April 19, at the Old English Inn, Esquimalt, I gave a slide presentation to 35 members of Victoria Evening Newcomers 
Club, many of whom took away membership brochures. Others commented that they had not realized the extent of the 
Gardens, or didnõt know the gates are open dawn to dusk. 
 Kudos and roses are due to Audrey Smith who again brought us more interesting speakers, these last from the 
Saanich and Victoria Parks Departments. Audrey is turning this file over to Brian Rogers, so bend his ear if you have ideas 
for future topics. Thank you, Audrey, for all the years you have invited knowledgeable and engaging experts to enlighten 
and entertain us. 
 Exciting news!  FGHGS now has a Facebook account, details of how to sign in will follow, and a web name,  fghgs.ca  
thanks to Board Director, Richard Marshall. The site is not yet active but will be developed over the next few months.  
 June 4, the Butterworth Cottage will buzz with the voices chatting over tea and Chef Christopheõs delicious crea-
tions at The Iris Tour & Tea. Thanks to the Friends who signed up to help.  There are still tickets available.  Bring your family 
and/or friends. 
 òSumer is icumen inó and with it warm July evenings and concerts on the lawn .  Enjoy!    Janet Renouf 
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PATRICIA BOYLE - MEMORIES 

MISSING PAT 
From Janet Renouf: Her compassion, her wonderful, warm smile and way of making each of us feel valued and 
needed. 
 Her knowledge; in the Tuesday group for over a year weõve debated,  òCan we phone Pat about this?  
Is she well enough to take calls?ó  or òWhoõll phone Pat? or òwhen Pat comes backé.ó 
 Her facility with language; being able to find just the right words to express her views or concerns in 
language that got the point across without the other person feeling personally denigrated. 
 " A friend is one to whom one may pour out all the contents of one's heart, chaff and grain together, knowing that 
the gentlest of hands will take and sift it, keep what is worth keeping and with a breath of kindness blow the rest away." 
Arabian Proverb. 
 "The death of a friend is equivalent to the loss of a limb." German Proverb 
 
From Susan Bartol-Drinker: We'll remember Pat every time we go into the woodlands, for her enthusiasm, 
knowledge, companionship, and exceptional ability to supervise the lot of us and to corral our energies into 
useful endeavors. 
 
Sydney Bowers wrote: There are things that we don't want to happen, but have to accept. Things we don't want 
to know about but have to learn, and people we can't live without but have to let go. 
 
Eileen Edgar said: I remember Pat arriving at Government House with her Starbucks in hand and a big smile on 
her face and the enthusiasm to get us all to work. 
 
From Milforde Rose: Pat was so many things to so many of us. Her enthusiasm and passion for the Woodlands 
was infectious. She shared with us her knowledge and understanding of the beauty and value of the Garry 
Oak ecosystem. She was a wonderful friend, kind, generous and fun to be with. We will remember her for 
many things, but the Woodlands were in her heart. 
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GARDEN ACTIVITIES 

Above left & right: recent upgrades to the Flower Arrangersõ Garden 

Above left & right: completion and official opening of the 
new public wheelchair access path behind the  
Butterworth Cottage. 

BUTTERWORTH COTTAGE WHEELCHAIR PATH 
Over a year after the Butterworth Cottage had been completely renovated to enable use by the House for receptions, teas 
and exhibitions, it became necessary to improve public access to and exit from the rear of the building. Costs associated 
with installing a suitable pathway measuring 52 by 8 feet, to extend off the existing deck, parallel to the building, led the 
House to invite a group of volunteers from the Terraces to complete the project. Duart daSilva, the contractor, agreed to 
provide a roller and to skim off the top layer of sod that John Miles helped transport for disposal. The volunteers hand dug 
the pathway, extracting stones and discarded brick for later use. Landscape cloth followed with a neat used-brick edging to 
separate the path from the lawn. Using his front-end loader, Duart dumped bucket loads of gravel which the volunteers 
spread evenly and rolled. This was followed by further loads of pathway crush spread and further compacted by roller to 
create the basic pathway. Several measures remained. First, concrete slabs that had seen earlier use in an adjoining dog run 
by the root cellar were extracted and several installed as steps below the two exit doors. The remaining slabs were deco-
rously laid out at the end of the ôchicken coopõ section of the Cottage to enable wheelchairs to manoeuvre safely from the 
rear to the front of the building. Finishing touches then included reinstalling a very heavy ôhorse troughõ to serve as a 
flower container at the end of the path and placement of a smaller flower container, both suitably replanted by Valerie 
Murray, at the end of the deck. Et voìla! And thanks to all who lent a hand.                       Editor 
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Right: ôBeforeõ & ôAfterõ, 
renovation of the flow-
erbed below the Ball-
room veranda into a 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
ôpalazzoõ. 

GARDEN ACTIVITIES 

Above & right: table arrangement in Government House dining 
room for the BC Teachersõ Institute with flowers by the Flower 
Arrangers.  

Left: the newly renovated Rockland Border 1. 

Before 

After 

Left: Camas lilies, part 
of a wave of blue deco-
rating the Terraces and 
Woodlands.  


