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CRAFT SALE 2009 REPORT  
TO THE FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS   

 
òBuying at the Butterworthó 2009 brought together 95 volunteers from the Society, 1300 
members of the public, and 65 vendors. 
 
It also offered an opportunity for the staff from the House and Their Honours to be our 
guests on the opening Friday evening. 
 
The huge time commitment from volunteers, the enthusiastic and tangible support from the 
House and the generous donation of goods by the Friends of Government House all contrib-
uted to making this a positive event which raised nearly $5,000 for the Friends garden pro-
jects. 

 
Comments from various members of the Friends indicate the Craft Sale is a great opportunity 
to meet other people in the organization. 

 
Members of the public left messages such as:  òThis is a beautiful place.  Fabulous buildings, 
What wonderful, friendly, helpful people.ó 
 
Notes from some vendors conveyed pleasure at being well treated. One person wrote to say 
he came back each day over the weekend to share in some of the good feelings. 

 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! to everyone who made this òslightly prestigious yet not pre-
tentious eventó a success.               
                    Angela Newton 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Angela Newton   
250-381-0752       newton_foster@shaw.ca          
Past President: Brian Rogers 
250-592-8882            brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary: Marlene Reed 
250-382-5651        marlenejreed@telus.net               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening Operations: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019        nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385    hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-595-7751 Michael Rankin           mjrankin@shaw.ca 
250-592-9994  Peggy Dallamore                         pdal@shaw.ca 
250-598-0542  Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
250-477-0899 Janet Renouf       storyline@shaw.ca 
Head Gardener: Valerie Murray 
250-592-2005           vmurray0@gmail.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: Vacant 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Honourary Member: Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
250-387-2080 Jerymy Brownridge  
                        jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2010 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Yvonne Jordan 
Country Garden  Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Marlene Reed  Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2009/10 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Arts & Crafts Fair (2009) Angela Newton  
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 
Christmas Lunch (2009) Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the April issue of the 
Cary Bulletin is Friday, March 19, 2010. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 250-477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 

Thanks to Robert (who volunteers in the Archives) and Alan 
Patterson for donating many garden books and magazines to 
the Friendsõ library on behalf of Cecy Baldwin, the former 
Librarian at the Agricultural Experimental Farm in Saanich. 
The books include Gardening Without Pests, The Language of 
Flowers, and Flora of the Saanich Peninsula, 
plus magazine issues of The Garden and 
Davidsonia, a quarterly publication of the 
Botanical Gardens at UBC. 
         George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Catherine (Taffy) Carsley  Barb Humble  Judy Hambleton  Susan Kaufman  Susan Ross 

Susan Henderson and Ron Carter 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 On January 6, the Board of Directors held a special planning session. As you know, we have had to cancel the Plant 
Sale for this year due to a number of circumstances. We also had some good feedback after the Craft Sale which led me to 
the decision that we needed to look at where we are, and what we need to be doing to support our activities in the future.  
We wanted to look at several topics: 

¶ Fund raising (pant sales, craft fairs, other possibilities) 

¶ Recruiting and retaining members 

¶ Other member activities 

¶ Other events we might consider doing 

 The planning session went extremely well, with many great ideas put forward during the brain storming session.  
We then went through the many suggestions and sorted them into categories and priorities. Once this was done, we as-
signed them out to various directors to take them to working groups. The expectation now is that the working groups will 
look into the various suggestions in more detail. From this we hope to get some really good approaches to the various ideas 
that will enable us to move forward and implement them. 

 The working groups will be looking for any of you who are interested to get involved and help us in the next steps.  
You do not have to be currently involved in society activities of any kind. If you are interested in contributing, weõd like to 
hear from you. We are hoping that some of you would like to take this opportunity to become more active with the soci-
ety, especially as we look at activities that might interest non-gardeners or people who for various reasons cannot work in 
the gardens. Please consider helping out. There are some great ideas that may lead to some very interesting opportunities 
for other people to get active. 

 The following are the various working groups: 

¶ Craft Sale/Bazaar: Angela Newton to head the group to come up with ideas, plans and suggested dates.  

¶ Educational Component: Janet Renouf volunteered to look into the suggestions with an educational component and 
will report back to the Board with activities that might be popular. 

¶ Events: Public Events Committee to look at ideas generated from events list and which are the most viable.  Contact 
for this is Angela Newton. 

¶ Fund Raising: Howard Smith and Denise Stocco will look into the Fund Raising suggestions and report back to the 
board with their conclusions about which should be implemented and could be successful. 

¶ Selling Plants: Denise Stocco agreed to take this on. 

 I encourage everyone to look at these categories, choose one, and get involved. As I mentioned, you do not have to 
be currently active in the society. If you have not been, then now is the time to take advantage of this great opportunity 
(sounds like a commercialé) to contribute. Call the number on your screené.oh, wait, this really isnõt a TV commercial!  
But please do call the contact person for the working groups. They would love to hear from you and get your input and 
ideas.   

 Letõs all get involved in helping make our society even better, stronger, more fun for all, and much more visible to 
the public.              Alex Muir  
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND FESTIVITIES 

3. Nairn Hollott with Jerymy Brownridge 
and Bette Anderson. 
4. Ross Flint on retiring from the Board. 
5. Doug Timney behind the poinsettia. 
6. Howard and Valerie Smith on tickets. 
7. Lucy Waldo, Angela Newton and Jim 
Ferguson. 
8. Shirley Bracey, Sandra Fraser and Elsie 
Newlove tucking in. 
9. Alex Muir presenting the Silver Trowel 
Award to Yvonne Jordan.  
10. Peggy Dallamore and Mary Cake. 
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1. Phoebe Noble. 
2. Phoebe Noble, with Herb LeRoy, receiving the 
Garden Spade Award from Alex Muir, President. 
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