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GARDENING SEASON START-UP 
On Tuesday, March 3, 2009, volunteer gardening at Government 
House recommences. For new members who are interested in  
gardening at Government House, an orientation session is scheduled 
for Tuesday, February 24 at 10am in the Maclure Room.  
Teaching Moments for members start on Tuesday, March 3 at 
9.30am. Coffee & Tea Mornings in the Cottage recommence the 
second week in each month from March. More details on page 6. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 2009 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President:  Alex Muir     
592-0407             alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Vacant              
Past President: Brian Rogers 
592-8882                       brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary:  Nigel Godfrey  
477-4731                     npgodfrey37@shaw.ca               
Treasurer:  Catherine Spencer 
382-6340             catherinespencer@telus.net  
Gardening:  Nairn Hollott 
744-4019                   nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
598-3385       hsmith@island.net 
Activities:  Audrey Smith  
382-0314        audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
595-7751   Michael Rankin           emcinnesrankin@yahoo.ca 
383-2443   Ross Flint                 rossflint@shaw.ca  
381-0752 Angela Newton     newton_foster@shaw.ca 
592-9994 Peggy Dallamore             pdal@shaw.ca 
598-0542 Denise Stocco      stocco10@shaw.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson  
472-3761            renferguson@shaw.ca 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
380-9447          susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Horticultural Consultant :        Carol Dancer 
721-5273       w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
   Jerymy Brownridge  
387-2080                 jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2009 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Peggy Dallamore 
Country Garden  Jo Finlayson  Second - Joan de Turberville (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips    
Nursery   Vacant   Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Wendy  & Robert Higgins  
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah       
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott   
Terraces   Alison Leamy   
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2009 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Vacant 
Arts & Crafts Fair  Angela Newton (2009) 
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Annual Plant Sale  Vacant 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the April issue of the  
Bulletin is Friday, March 14, 2009. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 
Buried Treasures - Finding and Growing the World's Choices Bulbs 
by Janis Ruksans (SB425.R85, 2007). The author, an  
eminent plantsman, nurseryman and plant explorer, writes 
in a narrative style that exudes his excitement when discover-
ing both new and well-known plants in the wild.  The book is 
a vast source of information, describing not only the charac-

teristics of the plants but also ways to 
cultivate and propagate these successfully 
in spite of climate and other setbacks.  
The book is illustrated with many beauti-
ful colour photographs. 
             George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 
Alison J.F. Collins  Andrea Panich  Jean Isobel Dawson  Ursula Yorke 

Miriam & Henry Caplan 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
As I write this Message, we are still in January and yet when I walk around the grounds I find many people hard at work 
repairing winter damage, doing general cleanup and preparing for the new season just around the corner.  This is just the 
visible efforts going on right now.  I know the various garden supervisors are planning what needs to be done.  We also 
have a Plant Sale fast approaching and there are committees working hard to get ready to make it another successful season.  
It seems thereõs always so much to do and yet thereõs always someone stepping up to the challenge. 
 In my surveys of the gardens, I have noticed some evidence of winter damage.  I have been asked if there will be 
funds to cover this in addition to the regular gardening budgets.  While this is a Board decision, my recommendation will 
be that we do cover winter damage as an extra item from our contingency funds.  After all, that is why we put that fund 
into the overall budget.  More news will be provided to the supervisors at their next meeting. 
 Deer damage is also in evidence.  This is an ongoing issue and we are working with the House to find solutions both 
short and long term.  One program that will start soon is spraying.  We hope by starting early that we will òbreakó the 
feeding habits of the deer such that they will bypass key areas and look elsewhere for more appetizing food.  This of course 
will cost and is only a temporary solution.  Longer term, weõre looking at raising fences.  There has also been a possibility 
that live trapping and relocating the deer could be tried.  No, we cannot import a wolf pack!  The conservation people  
apparently have rules about that. 
 Our latest restoration project has started on the East Lawn.  Carol Dancer, Rob Higgins and Brian Rogers have been 
taking out diseased rhodos.  Then next step will be to prune, trim and clear out unwanted invaders.  Once the health of the 
area has been ensured, then new plants can be brought in to restore the area.  This is one more in a series of projects to 
help protect the gardens overall by looking after the health of the gardens. 
 We also believe in having fun too.  Audrey Smith is planning some events to get away for visits to places like the  
Tulip Festival.  I hope many of our members can take advantage of these events.  There are also some interesting speakers 
being lined up.  A schedule will be published soon. And before I forget, thereõs also Seedy Saturday.  Audrey has been  
getting our presence organized once again.  If you would like to help, let Audrey know. 
 Finally, I again encourage you to contact any member of the Board if you have ideas, suggestions, concerns or want 
to get involved in any activities or committees. Weõre always open to new thoughts and more helping hands.     Alex Muir  

MESSAGE FROM GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
I am pleased the Friendsõ Board has invited me to write in this edition of the Cary Bulletin as this will provide me full oppor-
tunity to personally thank all of the volunteers who tirelessly contribute their efforts to the upkeep of our gardens and the 
success of our public events.   
 For me, 2008 was a very productive year.  I was able to learn a great deal about the House and the gardens and, most 
importantly, the great work of the Friends.  It was very gratifying to see the Friends end the year with a fantastic and  
profitable craft sale.  The Annual Christmas Lunch was also particularly enjoyable.   
 I have kicked off 2009 with a tour of the gardens with Carol Dancer; together identifying some immediate needs and 
concerns.  Unfortunately, some of our signature rhododendrons have suffered under the winter winds and snow, and still 
others have succumbed to disease.  There will be, then, a need to cut back in some places with the view of seeing gradual 
revitalisation over the coming years.  The House has also been working closely with the Friendsõ Board and the Garden 
Management Board on a number of other projects to make our grounds even more magnificent.  More specifically, we may 
be paying close attention to our rose gardens in anticipation of a major visit of World Rose Expo attendees in June.  Deer 
suppression, or mitigating growth loss due to deer, will remain high on our list of priorities for 2009.  We are closer to 
finding a suitable deer-handling approach and the Friendõs Board will continue to update you with any significant develop-
ments.   
 The House management and staff  look forward to working with you again this season, and we thank you once again 
for your continued generous support and hard work.   
                 Jerymy Brownridge, Director of Operations and Management Services, Government House.      
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GARDEN GLIMPSES 

Proof positive that it really does snow in the gardens at Government House, Victoria! 
 

Winter photos supplied by Penny Tennenhouse 


