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OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
What an eventful and exciting year we have had here at Government House. From three royal visits 
to our annual summer concerts to the many dinners, award ceremonies and receptions, this year 
has been exceptionally busy. While royal visits are our most high profile events, it is the work we do 
every day that really makes Government House special. As the ceremonial home of all British Co-
lumbians we welcome thousands of people through our doors and onto our grounds each year. The 
people of our province come here to be celebrated and honoured and we do our best to offer them 
an unforgettable experience. The commitment of the Friends in keeping our grounds beautiful, as 
well as the volunteering in a number of other capacities, helps make each personôs visits to Govern-
ment House a memorable one. 
 
The countless hours put in by the Friends do not go unnoticed. On behalf of Her Honour and myself, 
I thank each and every one of you for your hard work throughout the year. You are the unsung he-
roes of this estate and I wish you and your loved ones all the best for a warm and wonderful holiday 
season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
The Honourable Steven L. Point, OBC 
Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009/10 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Angela Newton   
250-381-0752       newton_foster@shaw.ca          
Past President: Brian Rogers 
250-592-8882            brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary: Marlene Reed 
250-382-5651        marlenejreed@telus.net               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening Operations: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019        nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385    hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-595-7751 Michael Rankin           mjrankin@shaw.ca 
250-592-9994  Peggy Dallamore                         pdal@shaw.ca 
250-598-0542  Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
250-477-0899 Janet Renouf       storyline@shaw.ca 
Head Gardener: Valerie Murray 
250-592-2005           vmurray0@gmail.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson 
250-472-3761            renferguson@shaw.ca 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Honourary Member: Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
250-387-2080 Jerymy Brownridge  
                        jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2009/10 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Yvonne Jordan 
Country Garden  Renate Ferguson Second - Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Marlene Reed  Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2009/10 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Arts & Crafts Fair  Angela Newton (2009) 
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Annual Plant Sale  Denise Stocco (2010) 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 
Christmas Lunch (2009) Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the February issue of 
the Bulletin is Friday, January 22, 2010. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 250-477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 

The Practical Encyclopedia of Orchids, by Brian and 
Wilma Rittershausen (SB409.R559), A Complete Guide to  
Orchids and their Cultivation. This book provides everything 
required to choose, grow and display orchids. With its beau-
tiful colour photographs and practical advice, this is a defini-
tive guide to growing and caring for orchids. The Ultimate 
Gardening Book, by Carole McGlynn (SB450.97.A46) 
contains over 1,000 ideas and tips to transform a garden, 
whether a carpet of wildflowers or the rigid symmetry of 
formal topiary. Beautiful colour illustrations demonstrate  
many useful ideas. Many thanks to Mary Hayes who donated 
these marvelous gardening books.         George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Valerie & Bryan Murray  Jim Ferguson Susan Erling-Tyrell  Bart & Laura Griffin  

IN MEMORIAM 

Our deepest condolences are extended to the families of Queenie Benson, Jessica Smith and Lindsay Maule. Queenie was 
an active member for many years; Jessica was involved with the Telephoning Committee, cleaning the Cottage and volun-
teering at the Craft Fair; and Lindsay gardened in the Country Garden and served at the Tuesday coffee mornings. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Akiko Kamitakahara, we extend our heartiest congratulations on winning the Valued Elder Recognition Award in Oc-
tober. This award is given out by the University of Victoria Centre of the Aging and a tree is planted at UVic in honour of 
each VERA recipient. 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
Weõre truly into the fall season now, the leaves are down, tools are down and the gardening season is overéexcept as I 
was walking around the grounds the other day in cold blustery winds with rain threatening I saw a number of people at 
work in several of the gardens. But after all, this is Victoria and also Government House. Our gardeners are a hardy lot and 
love to get into the gardens in every season. Thatõs one of the many reasons why we live here and why volunteering in the 
gardens is such a wonderful experience. 
 òBuying at the Butterworthó was another great success. I donõt have the financial results, but that isnõt as important 
as having the best craft sale in town that helps put the Friends and Government House in front of the public in a very posi-
tive way. We received many very nice comments about the ambience. With the expansion into the multi-purpose room 
and the stables this year, òBuying at the Butterworthó was even better than last year. Our guest book was signed by people 
from as far away as St.John, New Brunswick, and even one from the UK.  The comments were all full of praise. What a 
great job the craft sale team has done. Again!! And as we were cleaning up afterwards, I noted Angela with tape measure 
and camera measuring and photographing and already planning for an even better sale next year. If you havenõt been in-
volved in this wonderful event, plan on doing it next year. 
 For the past several years, the Board has had a committee working to create a Garden Management Plan for Govern-
ment House. The purpose of the plan is to document the various gardens and the woodlands, and to describe the intended 
style and plan for each area and garden, and for the grounds overall. This provides us with a framework within which we 
can help manage the gardens to ensure we maintain a consistent and pleasing appearance and style for each area. Itõs a won-
derful document. Copies will be made available to each supervisor and there will be extra copies in the library. While this 
is a òfinaló version, we recognize that over time we will need to continually review the document, add to it and keep it up 
to date. Take the time to check a copy out of the library or borrow it from your supervisor. Itõs full of useful and interest-
ing information. You may also have some thoughts and ideas to contribute when we do the next update to it. 
 Overall we had a number of challenges this past year. The nasty winter weather caused a lot of winter kill. And of 
course, the deer continue to multiply. But overall, I think we coped well and continue to create a wonderful place for eve-
ryone to enjoy. This is due to the hard work and dedication of all of you. You can all pat yourselves on the back as con-
gratulations. 
 I hope you all have a happy and safe holiday season. See you in the gardens next springéexcept of course for those 
of us who donõt know enough to come in out of the rain.                     Alex Muir  
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CRAFT FAIR GLIMPSES 

1. Angela Newton, Manager of the Butterworth Craft Fair. 
2. Phoebe Noble chatting with their Honours. 
3. Jerymy Brownridge and Alison Leamy with Her Honour. 
4. President Alex Muir accompanying their Honours. 
5. Ross Flint offers a plate of nibblies to hungry customers. 
 

Photos supplied by Penny Tennenhouse 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 



 

Cary Bulletin  5  December 2009 

GARDEN EVENTS 
1. Sisters Terry Hanak & Barbara 
Thompson plant a tree in memory 
of their mother, Phyllis. 
2. Their Honours welcome the 
Olympic Torch to Government 
House. 
3. Renate Ferguson samples items 
at the Craft Fair. 
4. Bartender Brian Rogers serving 
a glass of wine. 
5. Brigitte McDougall & Kate Cato 
await customers. 
6. Donna Jeffery. 
7. Chef CJ cooking lunch. 
8. Pat Boyle & Shirley Bracey. 
9. Susan Trigg. 
10. Happy customers. 
11. Something he always wanted! 
 

Photos supplied by  
Penny Tennenhouse 

and Ross & Joyce Flint (#2) 
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