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OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
To the Friends of Government House: 
 We are fast approaching my favourite time of year. The snow returns to the mountains, the air is colder and the  
season changes to winter. It is a great time of year because to me it means being with friends and family in the warmth 
of the holiday season, reflecting on the year gone by and looking ahead to the new things to come. 
 This past year I have watched how the seasons paint the gardens into such wonderful colours, from the vibrant 
greens and pinks of the spring and summer to the rich golds and reds of autumn. I see the hours of volunteering the 
Friends of Government House put into to our beautiful gardens, tirelessly working to preserve these stunning grounds 
so they can be enjoyed by everyone from our Rockland neighbours to visitors from across the globe. The work you do 
here at Government House and on the grounds is truly exceptional and we are so fortunate to have such dedicated vol-
unteers. 
 Thank you all for helping to make my first year here so special. I wish all of you the best in health and happiness 
this holiday season and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
Sincerely, 

 
The Honourable Steven L. Point, OBC 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNORõS LITERACY PROGRAM 
One of the main themes of my term as Lieutenant Governor is òequal access to literacy for all British Columbiansó. Literacy 
is vital to education and prosperity and we must encourage and promote reading and writing at all ages. Working closely 
with the Government House Foundation, we created this part of my literacy program, designed to encourage early literacy 
development. For full details refer to www.ltgov.bc.ca and link to Literacy Program. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 2008/9 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President:  Alex Muir     
592-0407             alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Vacant              
Past President: Brian Rogers 
592-8882                       brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary:  Nigel Godfrey  
477-4731                 
Treasurer:  Catherine Spencer 
382-6340             catherinespencer@telus.net  
Gardening:  Nairn Hollott 
744-4019                   nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
598-3385       hsmith@island.net 
Activities:  Audrey Smith  
382-0314        audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
595-7751   Michael Rankin           emcinnesrankin@yahoo.ca 
383-2443   Ross Flint                 rossflint@shaw.ca  
381-0752 Angela Newton     newton_foster@shaw.ca 
592-9994 Peggy Dallamore             pdal@shaw.ca 
598-0542 Denise Stocco      stocco10@shaw.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson  
472-3761            renferguson@shaw.ca 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
380-9447          susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Horticultural Consultant :        Carol Dancer 
721-5273       w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
   Jerymy Brownridge  
387-2080                 jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2008/9 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Peggy Dallamore 
Country Garden  Jo Finlayson  Second - Joan de Turberville (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips    
Nursery   Vacant   Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Wendy  & Robert Higgins  
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah       
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott   
Terraces   Alison Leamy   
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2008/9 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Margot Harrison 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Vacant 
Arts & Crafts Fair  Angela Newton (2009) 
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Annual Plant Sale  Lynn Hill & Margaret Nelson (2008) 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the February issue of the 
Bulletin is January 14, 2009. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 
Thanks to the Friendõs Photography Group, a new book, The 
Joy of Digital Photography, by Jeff Wignall, has been donated 
to the Societyõs Garden Library. The book presents  
comprehensive, instructive and inspirational information. 
Colour photographs illustrate the book. The Contents and 
Index provide easy access to either general or detailed  
information. It is a must for those of us who are new to  
digital photography and for the experienced photographer 

who is seeking tips to enhance their beautiful  
garden and plant photographs. It may be found in 
the Library under catalogue number: 
TR267.W54.   George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 
Seonid Sanders Atholl & Ruth Sutherland-Brown Jerymy & Jay Brownridge  Victor Lotto 

John Whitelaw 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

First of all, as I take over as your new President, I want to express the thanks of all of the Friends to our outgoing President 
Brian Rogers.  The past two years have presented some interesting challenges, from major storms to large restoration  
projects, to coping with our four footed critters who insist on pruning the vegetation and refuse to take direction on 
proper technique.  Brian, you have passed along some VERY large shoes to fill, but I will do my best. 

I also want to thank Isabelle Harris for filling in as Board Secretary for much of the year.  For those of you who donõt 
know, Isabelle came over from Vancouver on the first ferry of the day for every Board meeting and also for the AGM.  
Now thatõs dedication!  Thanks, Isabelle. 

I also want to thank Angela Newton and her team for staging Buying at the Butterworth.  It was a truly marvellous event.  I 
know how much work the team did to create the sale, and it showed in the details.  While the results are still being tallied, 
we had an amazing number of people go through, over 800 on Saturday alone, and every comment I heard was very posi-
tive. 

I mentioned the deer problem, and it was significant this year.  I know it was often discouraging to come to the gardens 
only to discover how much damage had been done.  Some of the first things to go were the tulips which were decimated.  
They must be a wonderful delicacy though I donõt intend to try any myself!  Many other plants also turned up on the list of 
favoured foods and were eaten down severely.  However, in spite of all the damage, everyone kept working hard, and the 
results were still a showcase garden of which we can be proud.  It just shows once again what an amazing group of people 
we have in the volunteers. 

While on the topic of deer, as you may know the House is concerned and looking for solutions, both short term and longer 
term.  Spraying repellents has helped but is expensive and requires frequent application.  Better solutions are being re-
searched and we hope we will start to find some that will work.  If you have any suggestions or know of anything that 
works weõd love to hear from you. 

Finally I want to say how much I appreciate the wonderful group who make up your Board of Directors.  Most of the 
Board are continuing on for another term and they will be joined by two new members.  We have a really dynamic team 
and it will be a pleasure to work with you.              Alex Muir  

Merry Christmas  

and 

A Happy New Year 
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GARDEN GLIMPSES 

1. Rock and Alpine Garden group 
2. Woodlandsõ Laurel House Volunteers 
3. Sunken Rose Garden group 
4. English Country Garden group 
5. Cut Flower Garden group 
6. Herb Garden group 
7. Woodlands group 
 

Photos supplied by Ross Flint and Nigel Godfrey 
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