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GREETING THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN 
AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

Photo by John Yanyshyn, Visions West Photography 
Supplied by Government House 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Angela Newton   
250-381-0752       newton_foster@shaw.ca          
Past President: Brian Rogers 
250-592-8882            brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary: Nigel Godfrey  
250-477-4731           npgodfrey37@shaw.ca               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019        nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385    hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-595-7751 Michael Rankin        emcinnesankin@yahoo.ca 
250-383-2443  Ross Flint                     rossflint@shaw.ca   
250-592-9994  Peggy Dallamore                         pdal@shaw.ca 
250-598-0542  Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson  
250-472-3761           renferguson@shaw.ca 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Horticultural Consultant : Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
   Jerymy Brownridge  
250-387-2080                jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2009 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Peggy Dallamore 
Country Garden  Vacant   Second - Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Vacant   Second - Diana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs) 
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2009 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Arts & Crafts Fair  Angela Newton (2009) 
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Annual Plant Sale  Denise Stocco (2009) 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel Godfrey, 
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo 
materials are welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ 
in the Cottage, or contact any of the above-named members. The 
deadline for receipt of contributions for the October issue of the 
Bulletin is Friday, September 18, 2009. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 250-477-5848. 

AU REVOIR 
And thank you to Wendy and 
Rob Higgins for their valuable 
contributions as members of 
the Friends of Government House 

Gardens Society. Wendy and Rob 
have returned to reside in  

Ontario to be closer to their 
family. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 

A most important skill to master 
when trying to create a beautiful gar-
den is that of making good plant asso-
ciations. Rosemary Verey, in her 
book, The Art of Planning, explains 

very simply the principles of harmonious associations. The 
text is accompanied by 250 stunning photographs that il-
lustrate the principles and practice described. Thank you, 
Alison Leamy, for donating this beautiful book to the 
Friendõs Library.                    George Metcalfe 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Pat Mayhill  Elizabeth Thompson  Monica Cuevas  Ann Spencer  Dianne Gilmour 

MESSAGE FROM GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
This summer has been extraordinarily busy here at the House. We particularly enjoyed hosting the World Rose Conven-
tion tour and tea on June 28. The gardens were enjoyed by rose aficionados from around the world, and we understand 
that they also took pleasure in viewing representational areas of the House interior. 
 From July 10 to 12, His Honour was pleased to host Their Imperial Majesties and entourage from Japan. The Em-
peror and Empress toured the gardens on the Saturday morning, and His Majesty requested a second guided tour on the 
Sunday. I think they were most impressed, and I would like to thank everyone for the extra efforts in getting the gardens 
up to showcase standard. Much appreciated. 
 This year's Music on the Lawn series is now finished for 2009. We have experimented with some new music and new 
food items, and have had a positive response.  The team of Friends volunteers is critical to the success of the event, and we 
thank all of you who have contributed again this year. 
 His Honour's legacy project, a wooden band shell, is being constructed on the east side of the grounds.  We look 
forward to its initiation later in the year.  The vision is not only to use it as a stage for Music on the Lawn, but also as a cata-
lyst for community harmony through other artistic events and gatherings.  
 We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer, and look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events or around the 
gardens.             Jerymy Brownridge, Director of Operations and Management Services, Government House  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
The gardens are looking wonderful again this year, in spite of the deer, sprinkler problems, deer, hot dry weather, deeré!  
We have more deer than ever and we are still looking for solutions. We contracted to have a spray program done.  Due to 
a mix up in the scheduling, a spray was missed. Needless to say the deer benefited, but the gardens, especially the Victorian 
Rose Garden, took a big hit. We got the spraying back on track and the roses recovered. Spraying does seem to help, and 
so does the application of meat meal. However, we do need a better solution. We keep looking for one. Iõd be glad to hear 
your suggestions.  
 Recently, we were visited by Andy Jackson and David Hardman from Kew Gardens (see article on page 5). Carol 
Dancer was kind enough to take time on Saturday to give them a tour. My wife, Phyllis, and I joined them for part of it.  It 
was wonderful to hear so many very positive comments from such illustrious visitors. They were especially impressed that 
the volunteers were able to maintain such a disciplined approach to gardening in such a large estate. This is a real credit to 
all of you and to our shared vision of the gardens that weõve captured in our garden management plan, thanks to the efforts 
of people like Nigel Godfrey, Nairn Hollott, Carol and many others including our supervisors.  
 As you know, we also had a visit by Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan. They too were most im-
pressed with our work. They wished to have a guided tour. Imagine Lynn Heenanõs surprise when the phone rang and it 
was Government House on the line with òPlease can you come tomorrow to give Their Majesties a touró. What an experi-
ence! And then thereõs Keiko and Izumi, who came from Japan during the summer, and who work in the Cottage and Ro-
tary Gardens. They had never seen Their Majesties before. Not only were they able to see them but they shook their hands 
too! 
 Next up, Prince Charles. Iõve also heard that Her Majesty the Queen is coming, but as of this writing, I havenõt 
heard confirmation or a date.  What an exciting summer weõre having! 
 For all our successes, we also have some challenges ahead. One real challenge is our plant sale. It takes a huge effort 
by the Nursery Garden staff to ensure we have a supply of plants each year. Several key people in the group want to move 
on and this is fully understandable after many years of working intensely to meet the needs of the annual sale. We are faced 
with some serious decisions about the future of the plant sale and how to ensure a supply of plants. If anyone is interested in 
probably the best place in the Gardens for learning about plants and propagating, have I got a job for you! The bigger chal-
lenge, though, is finding a supervisor for the group. In fact, weõre actually short a couple of supervisors in the Gardens. So, 
if you think you might be interested, please let us know. 
 As of this writing, we have one more Concert on the Lawn to go. The first one occurred in cool, cloudy weather and a 
threat of rain, so attendance was down. Those people who did not come missed a great concert. Last week, the weather 
was great and attendance was up.  It looks like the final one should be well attended since the weather promises to be warm 
and sunny. If you did not get a chance to attend any of them, you missed out on some great music, but especially the won-
derful singing and dancing by some of our First Nations people to open each concert.  What a great addition to the concert 
programs. Thank you, Your Honours, for enabling this wonderful cultural experience.     Alex Muir  

LAVENDER 
Members of the Friends of Government House Gardens 
Society are invited to harvest the lavender while it lasts. 

WORKSHOP 
Presented by Pat Boyle on Weeds and Invasive Species at 9am on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2009 by the Butterworth Cottage. 
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GARDEN GLIMPSES 

<< Our cherished ôThursday Tea Ladiesõ: 
 Maria Luisa MacRae (left) 
 Cora Thomson (centre) 
 Martha Livingston (right). 
 

Photo supplied by Ross Flint. 

Above: the Herb Garden (by Ross Flint) at its 
best, having recovered from a devastating 
winter, under the capable attention of the 
Herb Garden Group. (Refer to article on page 
7). 
Left: table display prepared for the Hardy 
Plant Convention by the Flower Arrangers (by 
Audrey Smith). 
Right: one of the magnificent examples of 
iris in the Iris Garden in June (by Val Smith). 


