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Left to rigfRepresenting the Soci@gedy Saturday, 216érie Murray (Head
Gardener), Peggy Dallamore (Dhatdtarge), Audrey Smith (Director of Activi-
ties and the Flower Arrangers), and Margaret Nelson (Greeting Cards).
Photograph supplied by Audrey Smith
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FRIENDSOF GOVERNMENH

OUSEGARDENSSOCIETY

o GARDENSUPERVISOR2010
Cotta?e Phyllis Muir SecondYvonne Jordan
Country Garden Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) _
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak SecondJan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); SBaanorter (Thurs)
Flower Arrangers Audrey Smith ) _
Herb Garden Marion Elliott SecondEileen Collier
Iris Garden Val Smith SecondKaren Phillips
Nursery Marlene Reed
Orchard Virginia Fisher )
Pearkes Peak David and Crenagh Elliott
Pet er ds Ro dP&ter Underwoo
Pool Garden Jessica Sluymer
Rock and Alpine Rand Harrison _
Rockland 1 Diane Symes  SecondSandra Fleischman
Rockland 2 Phyllis Muir SecondDianne Adams
Rotary Garden Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah
Winter Garden Carol Dancer
Sunken Rose Garden Nairn Hollott
Terraces Alison Leamy

Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards SecondJohn Ruitenbeek
Woodlands Pat Boyle SecondEileen Edgar

Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter

NON-GARDENINGSUPERVISOR2010

Archives Group Sue Baptie
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson

Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday)

Cottag?e Upkeep, Renate Ferguson

Arts & Crafts Fair (2009Qngela Newton

E-mail CommunicationsJean Williams

Greeting Cards Margaret Nelson

Library George Metcalfe

Photographé Grou_P Renate Ferguson

Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar SecondFrances

Bardon

Christmas Lunch (2009Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch

EMAIL MESSAGING
Society messages for distribution to Friendslsheuld
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead
wbaskets@shawnc2564775848.

FROMTHE LIBRARY SHELF
The Complete Flower Paintings and Drawings of GrahafhiS;
beautiful book reveals a combination of artistry and scientific
ing of the flowers portrayed. Two rare clematises and the will
are among the flowers enchantingly captured in this collection
Phoebe Noble (photo below) for donating this fantastic book
den Library. .

BULLETINPUBLICATIONCOMMITTEE
Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val &
Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo ma
wel come and may be 1l eft |
tage, or contact any of the at@wed members. The dea
for receipt of contributions fodtheissue of theCary Bullet
isFriday, May 14, 2010

BOARD OFDIRECTORZ010
The Friends of Government House Gardens Societ)

%p it Alex Muir _
¢} 407 alex _muir@telus.ne

Vice-President:Angela Newton

2503810752 newton_foster@shaw.

Past PresidentBrian Rogers

| %ﬁé)é %/IZ brianrogers@shaw.
arlene Reed ]
LUpEE! 51 marlenejreed@telus.r

biwgastizer Catherine Spencer

catherinespencer@telu

. 26940
ing OperationsNairn Hollott
t‘? %Eglg P nairnhollott@shaw.co

Garden Slg)éoort:Howard Smith
25059833 _
Activities: Audrey Smith
2503820314
Directors-at-Large: ]
2505957751 Michael Rankin
2505929994 Peggy Dallamore
2505980542 Denise Stocco
25047F0899 Janet Renouf
Head Gardener Valerie Murray

hsmith@island.nef

audnbill@shaw.c

mijrankin@shaw.c¢

pdal@shaw.c
stoccolO@shaw.
storyline@shaw.

2505922005 vmurrayO@gmail.co

Volunteer Coordinator: Vacant

Membership Coordinator: Susan BardBtinker
2503806944 susan.bartdtinker@shaw.c

Howauehry Member: Carol Dancer
[@R8IE2 73

0 Jerymy Brownridge

w.dancer@telus.n

-j iggg%g)%op%raﬂwﬁcﬁoveéng@nﬁ HoUs&  Fo |

jerymy.brownridge @gov.hd
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PRESIDEN@®B MESSAGE
So, this is the year we hosted the Winter Olympics, and what do we get but an EI Nino winter which bri
weat her for us and freezing and snow everywhere
well (14 gold medals; way to go Canada!) It also means the gardens are starting really early too. Phyllis nc
Clematis Alpfraady in bloom in the Cottage Garden. This is incredible for early March.
The gardensd growing also means the deer are
first deer spray has been done. | also see people applying meat meal regularly too. | was sprinkling some

der 2 | ast week when Car ol came by and comment e
should change the wording of that classic line fromApecatygse Naw 0 | |l ove the smel
i ng. It smells |ike victoryo.

At the last Garden Management Board meeting, we discussed how much meat meal we might need
One comment is that some people may be applying it too heavily. It only needs to be sprinkled very lightly
There shouldnoét be | arge clumps of it on the gr
couple of weeks. During the rainy periods, it may be necessary to apply more frequently, but again only
will do the job.

On to nordeer related topics. We now have several working groups and committees on the go. Thel
some conflicts over use of meeting spaces and also for people who are on more than one committee. To |
the Board decided to put an erasable calendar on the wall in the Cottage. Anyone scheduling a meeting
calendar to see what is already scheduled and plan accordingly. Anyone wanting to know what is happeni
the calendar. | encourage you all to use it. Please be sure to only use the white board markers and eéraser
to damage to surface of the board or make indel
record something for the following month, write it in there and it will get added to the calendar when it is uf
next month.

There are some upcoming events that are currently being planned. Toercanil Beavent for the pub-
lic on April 30. Tickets will go on sale on April 8. This will be a tour of the gardens focusing on the rhodoc
lowed by an exhibit of period costumes and other displays in the Multipurpose Room, then tea in the Butte
(see photo on page 8). Chef is planning a wonderful tea to be served by volunteers from the Friends. We |
an opportunity for members who are not able to garden to get involved in a different way. If you are inte
contact Angela Newton.

You may have heard about the O6Navy Ladyd r ose
of the WRENSs. We have acquired several for the Sunken Rose Garden. They will be formally planted, hor
the oldest surviving WRENSs. Their Honours, representatives from the Navy, and many other dignitaries &
attend. This should be a wonderful and interesting event. More information will be provided as it becomes :

Finally, | should mention thatitrgest Festivais being planned for October 1 and 2. This will include a
sale and bazaar and possibly other activities. Once again, Angela Newton is chairing the committee. If y
in being involved, Angela would like to hear from you.

We have a busy and fun year ahead of us. | hope as many of you as possible can become involved ir
activities. Pl ease mark them on your cal eexBduar s.
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INVITATION
On the afternoonAgdril 30, 2010
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society and Government Housq
Offer &Rhododendron and Garden Tour and Tea
Featuring
Former Chatelainesd gowns, the Hous
Limited to 50 guests; tickets will go on sale from April 8, 2010.
Cost: $35 per person. Cheques and cash only.
For ticket purchase, cal3BHE2080; For more informationalGHinfo@gov.bc.ca
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CAMELLIAS
In early February, | had the pleasure of escorting Jennifer Trehane, a camellia authority, around the Go\
Gardens. Jennifer was in Victoria as a guest of the Victoria Horticultural Society to lecture on these wondel

di dndt waste much time asking her what Il coul d
The history of camellias in cultivation has definite parallels with the history of planting at Government
stop was Pearkes Peak that holds the earliest i

tify four mature camellias that have grown to be small trees. Jennifer confidently labglpdricearietesld
Camellia japoaieaso named because they were first discovered in Japan. These plants were introduced
horticulture in the mid"X®@ntury. Quite variable in colour and size, this species is responsible for over 90 pe
camellias presently grown in gardens around the world.

The medium pink flowered plant, with darker p
i n France in 1840. The palest pink variety, wit
the clear pink camellia is an American variety
joined by a foudamellia japonicac over ed with masses of smallish r
it could very well be related to 6Gloire de Nant

very well to pruning. | made notes to myself.
Across the driveway, against the House in more recent planting, Jennifer was delighted to recognize
two of her very favourite camellias, both more recent hybrids. Showiest by far are the large specimens of t

6Donati ond. This is possibly the most famous ¢ce
Cl ar ke, 6Donationd is a reliabl yC. sallenenich bas theuabilitydon
flower freely in low light &hdaponieah i ch i s rel atively cold hardy.
parents.

On the same wall i s another excellent hybrid,

dium red, very free flowering bell shapedoséisi frost resistant, cultivar that blooms early in the season. /
feature of both hybrids is that when they finish flowering, the petals shatter and drop off cleanly leaving a
Both plants ate williamsiybrids, the results of hybridizing of seeds brought back to England by plant hunters
to mid 20 Century. J.C. Williams of Caerhays Castle in Cornwall was a major sponsor of these expeditions
lections from the original seedlings, made fosaltteneasdC. japoniaoss, were not named until after J.C. Wil
|l i amsd deat h. Lord Abercwliiemwsiy bof isci al Frgcogmed |
Colonel Clarke named his favourite plant oO0Donat.

We did not have time to visiCidmmellia sasanéuasd in the Winter and Rotary and Rockland 2 gardens |
they are late fall blooming, their flowering season wasCpasisartmavers are less showy thamiltf@mshy-
brids but they have their own quiet charm for which many modern gardeners are finding new appreciatio
will be the next chapter of camellia planting at Government House, reflecting once more changing tastes in

I f you are interested in more informati o@amea-bo
l i as, The Gahadustrbeen f@uklishédrby Tyntbér @rpsa.e d i a Valerie Murray

FloweringCamellia sasangua
the Winter Garden near th
Trades Entrance. YYVY Ves

WELCOMEBENEWMEMBERS
Kathy Ironmonger Heather Marsman
JearClaude Jacques Allan & Marion Noble
Claire Pullman Dilys Halford
Mary Horneffwigg & Guy Twigg
Elizabeth Whitmarsh
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AROUND THE GARDENSN FEBRUARY2010

Top lefta pink rhododendron
framed by crocuses and helle-
bores in the Winter Garden.

Top rightthe first daffodils in
spring 2010.

Centragloriougdellebordsl v or vy
Princed and oth
end of Rockland Border 2.

Bottomleft 6 Snowdr op
the south end of the Terraces.

Bottom rightBergenia, un-
touched as yet by the dreaded
deer, on the Terraces.

Photographs supplied by
Nigel Godfrey
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