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SEEDY SATURDAY 2010 

Left to right: Representing the Society at Seedy Saturday 2010, Valerie Murray (Head 
Gardener), Peggy Dallamore (Director-at-Large), Audrey Smith (Director of Activi-

ties and the Flower Arrangers), and Margaret Nelson (Greeting Cards). 
Photograph supplied by Audrey Smith 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 
The Friends of Government House Gardens Society 

President: Alex Muir     
250-592-0407            alex_muir@telus.net  
Vice-President: Angela Newton   
250-381-0752       newton_foster@shaw.ca          
Past President: Brian Rogers 
250-592-8882            brianrogers@shaw.ca 
Secretary: Marlene Reed 
250-382-5651        marlenejreed@telus.net               
Treasurer: Catherine Spencer 
250-382-6340    catherinespencer@telus.net 
Gardening Operations: Nairn Hollott 
250-744-4019        nairnhollott@shaw.com 
Garden Support: Howard Smith    
250-598-3385    hsmith@island.net 
Activities: Audrey Smith  
250-382-0314       audnbill@shaw.ca   
Directors-at-Large:   
250-595-7751 Michael Rankin           mjrankin@shaw.ca 
250-592-9994  Peggy Dallamore                         pdal@shaw.ca 
250-598-0542  Denise Stocco    stocco10@shaw.ca 
250-477-0899 Janet Renouf       storyline@shaw.ca 
Head Gardener: Valerie Murray 
250-592-2005           vmurray0@gmail.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: Vacant 
Membership Coordinator: Susan Bartol-Drinker 
250-380-9447         susan.bartol-drinker@shaw.ca 
Honourary Member: Carol Dancer 
250-721-5273      w.dancer@telus.net 
Director of Operations/Government House:  
250-387-2080 Jerymy Brownridge  
                        jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.ca 
 
Government House web site                      www.ltgov.bc.ca 

FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY 
GARDEN SUPERVISORS 2010 

Cottage   Phyllis Muir  Second - Yvonne Jordan 
Country Garden  Ruth Minshall (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs) 
Cut Flower Garden  Terry Hanak  Second - Jan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); Second - Rita Porter (Thurs) 
Flower Arrangers  Audrey Smith 
Herb Garden   Marion Elliott  Second - Eileen Collier 
Iris Garden   Val Smith  Second - Karen Phillips 
Nursery   Marlene Reed   
Orchard   Virginia Fisher 
Pearkes Peak   David and Crenagh Elliott 
Peterõs Rocks   Peter Underwood 
Pool Garden   Jessica Sluymer 
Rock and Alpine  Rand Harrison 
Rockland 1   Diane Symes  Second - Sandra Fleischman 
Rockland 2   Phyllis Muir    Second - Dianne Adams 
Rotary Garden  Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah  
Winter Garden  Carol Dancer 
Sunken Rose Garden  Nairn Hollott 
Terraces   Alison Leamy 
Victorian Rose Garden Vaughn Edwards Second - John Ruitenbeek 
Woodlands   Pat Boyle     Second - Eileen Edgar 
Tool Shed Manager  David Langley & Hugh Porter 
 

NON-GARDENING SUPERVISORS 2010 
Archives Group   Sue Baptie 
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson 
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha Livingston (Thursday) 
Cottage Upkeep  Renate Ferguson 
Arts & Crafts Fair (2009) Angela Newton  
E-mail Communications Jean Williams 
Greeting Cards  Margaret Nelson 
Library   George Metcalfe 
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson 
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar  Second - Frances Bardon 
Christmas Lunch (2009) Mary Cake, Peggy Dallamore & Noella Birch 

BULLETIN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
Members include Marion Jensen, Nigel Godfrey, Val & Howard 
Smith. Comments, suggestions, original and photo materials are 
welcome and may be left in the ôPublications Folderõ in the Cot-
tage, or contact any of the above-named members. The deadline 
for receipt of contributions for the June issue of the Cary Bulletin 
is Friday, May 14, 2010. 

E-MAIL  MESSAGING 
Society messages for distribution to Friends by e-mail should 
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahead of time: 
jwbaskets@shaw.ca or 250-477-5848. 

FROM THE LIBRARY SHELF 
The Complete Flower Paintings and Drawings of Graham Stuart Thomas. This 
beautiful book reveals a combination of artistry and scientific understand-
ing of the flowers portrayed. Two rare clematises and the willow gentian 
are among the flowers enchantingly captured in this collection. Thanks to 
Phoebe Noble (photo below) for donating this fantastic book to the Gar-
den Library.  
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INVITATION 
On the afternoon of April 30, 2010,  

The Friends of Government House Gardens Society and Government House 
Offer a Rhododendron and Garden Tour and Tea  

Featuring 
Former Chatelainesõ gowns, the House landau, and Chef Christopheõs afternoon tea. 

Limited to 50 guests; tickets will go on sale from April 8, 2010.  
Cost: $35 per person. Cheques and cash only.  

For ticket purchase, call 250-387-2080; For more information e-mail GHinfo@gov.bc.ca 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
So, this is the year we hosted the Winter Olympics, and what do we get but an El Nino winter which brings very mild 
weather for us and freezing and snow everywhere else, but do we careé? Nonetheless, the Olympics turned out really 
well (14 gold medals; way to go Canada!) It also means the gardens are starting really early too. Phyllis noticed this week a 
Clematis Alpina already in bloom in the Cottage Garden. This is incredible for early March.  

 The gardensõ growing also means the deer are munching.  These days, this is a regular topic of conversation.  The 
first deer spray has been done. I also see people applying meat meal regularly too. I was sprinkling some in Rockland Bor-
der 2 last week when Carol came by and commented, òAh! The smell of meat mealó. This made me think that maybe we 
should change the wording of that classic line from the movie Apocalypse Now to òI love the smell of meat meal in the morn-
ing. It smells like victoryó.  

 At the last Garden Management Board meeting, we discussed how much meat meal we might need for the season. 
One comment is that some people may be applying it too heavily. It only needs to be sprinkled very lightly over the plants.  
There shouldnõt be large clumps of it on the ground after application. Carol tells me, we also only need to put it on every 
couple of weeks. During the rainy periods, it may be necessary to apply more frequently, but again only a light sprinkle 
will do the job.  

 On to non-deer related topics. We now have several working groups and committees on the go. There have been 
some conflicts over use of meeting spaces and also for people who are on more than one committee. To help alleviate this, 
the Board decided to put an erasable calendar on the wall in the Cottage. Anyone scheduling a meeting can check on the 
calendar to see what is already scheduled and plan accordingly. Anyone wanting to know what is happening can also check 
the calendar. I encourage you all to use it.  Please be sure to only use the white board markers and eraser provided so as not 
to damage to surface of the board or make indelible marks on it. Thereõs a space at the bottom for notes. So if you need to 
record something for the following month, write it in there and it will get added to the calendar when it is updated for the 
next month.  

 There are some upcoming events that are currently being planned. There will be a Tour and Tea event for the pub-
lic on April 30. Tickets will go on sale on April 8. This will be a tour of the gardens focusing on the rhododendrons, fol-
lowed by an exhibit of period costumes and other displays in the Multipurpose Room, then tea in the Butterworth Cottage 
(see photo on page 8). Chef is planning a wonderful tea to be served by volunteers from the Friends. We hope this will be 
an opportunity for members who are not able to garden to get involved in a different way.  If you are interested, please 
contact Angela Newton.  

 You may have heard about the ôNavy Ladyõ rose, developed by Agriculture Canada as a celebration of the founding 
of the WRENs.  We have acquired several for the Sunken Rose Garden. They will be formally planted, hopefully by one of 
the oldest surviving WRENs.  Their Honours, representatives from the Navy, and many other dignitaries are expected to 
attend. This should be a wonderful and interesting event.  More information will be provided as it becomes available.  

 Finally, I should mention that the Harvest Festival is being planned for October 1 and 2.  This will include a craft 
sale and bazaar and possibly other activities.  Once again, Angela Newton is chairing the committee.  If you are interested 
in being involved, Angela would like to hear from you.  

 We have a busy and fun year ahead of us. I hope as many of you as possible can become involved in at least one of the 
activities. Please mark them on your calendars. You really donõt want to miss out.     Alex Muir  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Kathy Ironmonger   Heather Marsman   

Jean-Claude Jacques Allan & Marion Noble 
Claire Pullman Dilys Halford 

Mary Hornett-Twigg & Guy Twigg 
Elizabeth Whitmarsh 

CAMELLIAS 

In early February, I had the pleasure of escorting  Jennifer Trehane, a camellia authority, around the Government House 
Gardens. Jennifer was in Victoria as a guest of the Victoria Horticultural Society to lecture on these wonderful shrubs and I 
didnõt waste much time asking her what  I could about our plants as we walked around the grounds.   
 The history of camellias in cultivation has definite parallels with the history of planting at Government House.  First 
stop was Pearkes Peak that holds the earliest introductions and the gardenõs oldest plantings. There, we attempted to iden-
tify four mature camellias that have grown to be small trees. Jennifer confidently labeled them as old japonica varieties.  
Camellia japonica are so named because they were first discovered in Japan. These plants were introduced into European 
horticulture in the mid 18th century. Quite variable in colour and size, this species is responsible for over 90 percent of the 
camellias presently grown in gardens around the world.    
 The medium pink flowered plant, with darker pink stripes, is the very old cultivar õMarguerite Gouillonõ, developed 
in France in 1840. The palest pink variety, with dark striping, is likely õComtessa Lavinia Maggiõ, Italian from 1858, and 
the clear pink camellia is an American variety from the early 1900õs named õDebutanteõ. These three grandes dames were 
joined by a fourth Camellia japonica, covered with masses of smallish red flowers.  Identified by Jennifer as õnothing specialõ, 
it could very well be related to ôGloire de Nantesõ, bred in France in 1895.  She politely pointed out that all would respond 
very well to pruning. I made notes to myself. 
 Across the driveway, against the House in more recent planting, Jennifer was delighted to recognize, at 100 paces, 
two of her very favourite camellias, both more recent hybrids.  Showiest by far are the large specimens of the pink camellia 
ôDonationõ. This is possibly the most famous camellia in the world. Raised in England in 1941 by Colonel Stephenson 
Clarke, ôDonationõ is a reliably floriferous and easy to grow camellia. It is a hybrid of C. saluenensis which has the ability to 
flower freely in low light and C. japonica which is relatively cold hardy. ôDonationõ exhibits the best qualities of both of its 
parents.   
 On the same wall is another excellent hybrid, this time from a California grower circa 1965. ôFreedom Bellõ is a me-
dium red, very free flowering bell shaped, semi-double, frost resistant, cultivar that blooms early in the season. A great 
feature of both hybrids is that when they finish flowering, the petals shatter and drop off cleanly leaving a very tidy plant.  
Both plants are C. williamsii hybrids, the results of hybridizing of seeds brought back to England by plant hunters in the early 
to mid 20th Century. J.C. Williams of Caerhays Castle in Cornwall was a major sponsor of these expeditions. The first se-
lections from the original seedlings, made from the C.saluenensis and C. japonica  cross, were not named until after J.C. Wil-
liamsõ death.  Lord Aberconway officially named all of these crosses williamsii hybrids in recognition of  Williamsõ work and  
Colonel Clarke named his favourite plant ôDonationô, in acknowledgment of the gift of seed from his friend.    
 We did not have time to visit the Camellia sasanquas, found in the Winter and Rotary and Rockland 2 gardens but as 
they are late fall blooming, their flowering season was past. The C. sasanqua flowers are less showy than the williamsii hy-
brids but they have their own quiet charm for which many modern gardeners are finding new appreciation. Perhaps that 
will be the next chapter of camellia planting at Government House, reflecting once more changing tastes in horticulture. 
 If you are interested in more information about the whole world of camellias, Jennifer Trehaneõs new book, Camel-
lias, The Gardenerõs Encyclopaedia has just been published by Timber Press.                   Valerie Murray 

Flowering Camellia sasanqua in 
the Winter Garden near the 
Trades Entrance.  ýýýý 
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AROUND THE GARDENS IN FEBRUARY 2010 

Top left: a pink rhododendron 
framed by crocuses and helle-
bores in the Winter Garden. 
 
Top right: the first daffodils in 
spring 2010. 
 
Centre: glorious Helleborus õIvory 
Princeõ and others at the north 
end of Rockland Border 2. 
 
Bottom left: ôSnowdrop Laneõ at 
the south end of the Terraces. 
 
Bottom right: Bergenia, un-
touched as yet by the dreaded 
deer, on the Terraces. 
 

Photographs supplied by  
Nigel Godfrey 


