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BEESAND US
Two years ago Februaxgve York Tihezlline read "Honeybees Vanish”, beginning a dawning awareness of
critical need we humans and all terrestrial beings have for the honeybee and all other pollinators. A minim
of our food relies upon pollination including fruits, vegetables, nuts and the seeds that we plant to grow fo
vegetables which are not directly pollinated. Fodder such as alfalfa fed to dairy and beef cattle istaigo reli
bees. Fortunately, grains are wind pollinated. Porridge, polenta, potatoes, garlic and Jerusalem artichokes
a little dry toast, sponge cake and tea?

So what has happened and what can we do? Gardeners and farmers tend to be tidy, clearing to the fe
removing any plant that is not specifically planted, clearing away spent leaves and stalks, using evdey sque
growing space. But nature is not tidy. Nature requires those dead leaves and spent stalgistehogies for ov
pollinators, those "weeds" as food for the caterpillars of pollinating butterflies and moths, those hedgerows,
corners, wild verges, tangled corners, untouched wildflower (often considered weeds) patches as home:
species of bees, bumblebees, beetles, flies, butterflies and moths and other insects that are pollinators.

In addition, we have been in love with our apparent ability to control the "unwanted". Herbicides ar
have destroyed the habitat of pollinating insects and the insects themselves. In order to feed a huge hum:
factory farm not just hens, pigs and cattle but also the honeybee. Wild pollinators, even if present, cannot d
pollinating required for our crops and so the honeybee is kept in the billions and transported across the con
to crop. Beings kept in these unnatural concentrations tend to develop diseases and parasitic conditions. C
to control them. Drugs, overcrowding and dislocation are huge stressors which render the honeybee furthe
more diseases and parasites. Much research is being done and, while it is not known exactly what caused
disappearance of a third of the honeybee colonies in the 2007 winter and many more subsequently, it is
that all these factors played a part. Many hobby beekeepers now use Integrated Pest Management practice
minimize the use of chemical control of parasites and disease, and many commercial keepers are beginr
necessity.

As gardeners, there are several things we can do to encourage a healthy population of pollinating inse
gardens. Use mechanical not chemical methods of insect and weed control, for example, floaBirassma co
crops to foil the Cabbage butterfly. Don't clear away all the debris from your fall garden. Leave plensy of st
to over winter in and do not clear them away in the spring until it warms up or, if you have to, move them
corner where they can rest until the insects emerge. Leave part of your garden wild, never cultivate it. Sir
pollinating insects are native, with the exception of the honeybee, this area can be a "native" garden. Plant
attract bees and other pollinators that depend on the flowers for pollen and nectar.

In general, flowers with many petals (doubles) do not have much of either pollen or nectar. Plant sin
fer the colours yellow, bjueen, blue, mauve, purple and red. Mass plant as insects may miss a few plants.
tinuous bloom through the growing season. It is particularly helpful to have early and late flowers such &
the spring are a great pollen source and asters in the fall to provide late nectar. Deadhead to encourage
Do not over fertilize as too much nitrogen decreases nectar production. Plant sun loving plants since sha
good nectar sources. Nature is not a monoculturist, in other words, that has a wide variety of different kind.
as annuals, perennials, shrubs, trees, nativaatn flomers, fruits and vegetables. Learn to recognize the be
insects and their homes so you do not accidentally destroy them. Grow plants that are food sources for pc
larvae.

A few plants that are particularly loved by the honey bee Genteno@as montalepetagastactechium
Phacelibuckwheat, oregano, thyme, borage, lavender, brassica flowers (let your overwintered kale go to

arbutus, raspberry, blackberry, dandelion and fireweed. Nairn Hollott
CONTENTS
1. Bees and Us 3. President d8s 6.8mewal §akshops
2. Garden Supervisors 2009 3. Welcome New members 7. The Nursery Garden
2. NonGardening Supervisors 2B)%ongratulations 7.Blue HeavEmcounters
2. EMail Messaging 3. Membership 8. Notices
2. Board of Directors 2009 3. Report to the Friends/CraftSd8e. Tour of New Zeal
2. From the Library Shelf 4. Garden Glimpses 8. In Memoriam
2. BulletiPublications Committee5. Plant Musings: Latin Lives Or8. Cary Bulleby Internet
6. The View from the North Coast




FRIENDSOF GOVERNMENHOUSEGARDENSOCIETY

. ~ GARDENSUPERVISOR3009
Cotta?e Phyllis Muir SecondPeggy Dallamore _
Country Garden Jo Finlayson SecondJoan de Turberville (Tues); Maxine Brook (Thurs)
Cut Flower Garden Terry Hanak SecondJan Drent & Sheila Moulton (Tues); SB orter (Thurs)
Flower Arrangers Audrey Smith ) ]
Herb Garden Marion Elliott SeconédEileen Collier
Iris Garden Val Smith SecondKaren Phillips o
Nursery Vacant SecondDiana Knufman (Tues); Felicity Hackett (Thurs)
Orchard Virginia Fisher

David and Crenagh Elliott
R o dP&tey Underwoo

Pearkes Peak
Peterds

Pool Garden Jessica Sluymer

Rock and Alpine Rand Harrison

Rockland 1 Diane Symes

Rockland 2 Phyllis Muir SecondDianne

Rotary Garden

Winter Garden _

Sunken Rose Garden Nairn Hollott

Terraces Alison Leamy

Victorian Rose Garden \Fga{J hnIEdwards SecondJohn R
at Boyle

David E’angley & Hugh Porter

Carol Dancer

Woodlands
Tool Shed Manager

NON-GARDENINGSUPERVISOR2009

Archives Group Sue Baptie
Bulletin Mailing Group Renate Ferguson
Coffee/Tea Mornings Liz Wallis (Tuesday) & Martha L
Cottage Upkeep Vacant

Arts & Crafts Fair = Angela Newton (2009)
E-mail CommunicationsJean Williams
Greeting Cards Margaret Nelson
Library George Metcalfe
Photography Group  Renate Ferguson
Annual Plant Sale Denise Stocco (2009)
Telephone Committee Eileen Edgar

E-MAIL MESSAGING

SecondEileen Edgar

SecondSandra Fleischman

Adams

Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah

uitenbeek

ivingston (Thursday)

SecondFrances Bardon

(@]

Society messages for distribution to Friendsllsheu
be sent to Jean Williams at least a week ahea
iwbaskets@shawncd775848.

d

FROMTHE LIBRARY SHELF
An excellent read for the windy, wet, west coast We

Contemplation Upon Flowers, Garden Plants in My ?&E&t@ ature

PN56.F55W37. The author, Bobby Ward, provides 3
marvelous escape from the work, worry and weathe
gardens. He has traced a history of plants, follov
travels and tracked down many literary referenceg
favourite fl owers. o0The
ful crusade in 1147 from a dream he adopted the
emblem. From this association arose th
fleurdeLouis, which developed into-fleu
>Iuce and flegelis. It now appears on
French and QGeagbetalef

BULLETINPUBLICATIONCOMMITTEE
Members include Marion Jensen, Lyn Anketell, Nigel
Val & Howard Smith. Comments, suggestions, original

3

materials are welcome and ;

in the Cottage, or contact any of thenaimosd members. The Jerymy Brownridge

deadline for receipt of contributions fhrrthéssuef the 3872080 jerymy.brownridge@gov.bc.
Government Houseweb site www.ltgov.bc.ca

BulletitsFriday, May 15, 2009
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BOARDOFDIRECTORS 2009

ofr KM &iends of Government House Gardens Societ,
President Alex Muir _
5920407 alex_muir@telus.ne
Vice-President: Vacant
Past President Brian Rogers )

882 brianrogers@shaw.

Nigel Godfrey
_ npgodfrey37@shaw.
Catherine Spencer
_ catherinespencer@telus.
Nairn Hollott
nairnhollott@shaw.co

yTreasurer

6340
ra%denjng:
/gd4atoan

;C@gggg?uppor Howard Smith

t:
Activitiels: s f Audrey iSraitd

| ﬁ)?rg%}é‘?’at- Large:

HO6UTA81  Michael Rankin
3832443 Ross Flint
newton_foster@shaw.

gelos: preslionen, o
e allamore al@shaw.q

39&95%% SD_e%%ye Stocco stoccolO@shaw

Volunteer Coordinator: Renate Ferguson

4723761 _ renferguson@shaw.

Membership Coordinator: ~ Susan Barofinker

& susan.bartdrinker@shaw.c
Carol Dancer

q

P

n Coul
audnbill@shaw.c

emcinnesrankin@yaho

ural Consultant :

_hsmith@island.ne

rossflint@shaw.¢
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PRESIDEN@B MESSAGE
The gardening season at Government House has now officially begun. But, if the weather would just [realiz
cooperate! Neighbours of ours have just returned from their annual flight south to Texas each winter,jand \

commenting about how far behind everything iIs ¢
through the cold, frosts and snows. But it will get warmer now, right? The plants are budding out and gro
everything wil/l |l ook great. Well, except for| t|l

We already knew about some of the winter dama
thereds a positive side to everything. SHOPP|I Nt
nurseries? Be honest now. And especially when the Board is looking to use contingency funds to caver re
plants that didnét make it. Are you smiling |yet

On the matter of deer, members of the Garden Management Board met with a Conservation |Office
what he could suggest as options. 't turns t@ut
apply for a special permit, to hiring a specialist to do the job, the whole process starts to get complicated
We havendt given up and wedre stild]l pursuing |th
i nformation. For now weoll continue to work |wi

| had the pleasure of welcoming a group of new members at our annual orientation session last montl
group. They are now on their rotation through the various gardens before choosing which area to which 1
assigned. This is such a great opportunity for them to meet the many people working in the gardens jand ti
di fferent gardens at Government House. I hope
sure Renate Ferguson would love to have your comments on the whole process of getting introduced|to the

Our Plant Sale team is now in high gear getting everything and everyone organized for our annual s:
April 25. I f you havenot already volunteered t
been involved before, do it this year. l'tds |a
Most of all, it can be fun too. So do come along and help. | look forward to seeing you thersex Muir

OBUYINGAT THEBUTTERWORTH) REPORTTO THE FRIENDS
The craft sale was a success. It was busy and crowded. 1,700 people visited and many shopped. 52 venc
of goods. 81 plus Friends of Government House G:
not previously worked together did so during tHaytleeent. When taxes and all other expenses were paid, the
netted $5, 000 for the Friendsd coffers. Many |
when oBuying at the Butterworthodéd expands to oth
to all who supported this fundraising event. Angela Newton

CONGRATULATIONS
To Mr. Herb LeRoy on his award of The Vice Regal Commendation by His Honour Stephen Point in rec
commendable service rendered to the Office of the Lieutenant Governor.

MEMBERSHIP
For 2009, member ships in the Friends of Governn
more than one. Divided into component parts, there are 152 seniors, 82 families, 68 regulars, 7 life, 3 orgat
- residents and 3 roaily. Susan BartolDrinker, Membership Coordinator

WELCOME NEWMEMBERS
Alison J.F. Collins  Patricia Kerridge Sydney Bowers Louise Broderick Nancy Johnson
Hank (Harold) Stirland Richard Marshall & Sharon Broadley Mary Hayes = Sue Myerscough
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GARDENGLIMPSES

<< From left to right: Carol Dancer, Peggy Dallamore, Audrey
Smith, Val Smith, Renate Ferguson, Margaret Nelson and Howe
Smith supporting the Friends SociSgedly Satunddlye

Conference Centre.

Photo supplied by Audrey Smith

Above: Mary Lawrence and Denise Stocco prepare for
the 2009 Annual Plant Sale.

Left: Carol Dancer in the Cottage.

Below: His Honour touring the grounds.

Photos supplied by Penny Tennenhouse

M The Flower Ladies lead by Audrey Smith (on the left)
Photo supplied by Joyce BB Barrett and Ross Flint
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